CONTEMPORARY SUNDAY

JANUARY 9, 2022
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Our Savior Ev. Lutheran Church

(Wisconsin Synod)

1332 Arrowhead Rd.

Grafton, Wisconsin  53024 
Church: 262-377-6363    School: 262-377-7780
Special Epiphany WORSHIPPRIVATE 

January 9, 2022
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.”
WELCOME, GUESTS!  As you hear about Jesus revealed as the world's Savior, may your faith in him be strengthened; may you grow in your love of the forgiveness he has won for you; and may your zeal to worship him grow! Please sign a guest card (in the Friendship Register which comes during the offering) so that we have a record of your visit. You are always welcome here, so please worship with us again soon!   
MEMBERSHIP    If you are interested in membership here at Our Savior or would like more information about our church and school, or have questions about what we believe, contact Pastor Wagner at 262-377-6363. He offers a series of classes that give an introduction to the Bible and an explanation of our teachings based on that Word of God.  As a spiritual advisor, Pastor Wagner also offers free, confidential counseling and is willing to serve you as best he can.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION Our Savior offers a wide variety of educational opportunities for the entire family.  Each Sunday adults and children study the Scriptures in our Adult Bible Studies, Teen Bible Study, and Sunday School at 9:15 am.  We have a Christian Elementary School that provides an excellent education from Pre-Kindergarten through 8th Grade.  Contact our Principal, Nate Schultz or school secretary, Jill Klug for more information (262-377-7780).

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP    Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name I pray.    Amen.

WORSHIP NOTES    Welcome into God’s house of worship where both our SIN and our SAVIOR come to light.   The word epiphany means “manifestation” or “visible display” and refers to the “revealing” of Jesus as Savior, not only of the Jews but of all the peoples of the world. The readings during the Epiphany season present us with a real conundrum. The conundrum is that Jesus hides the manifestations of his deity, so that his glory remains a secret and a mystery, even while he is revealing it. The theme present in all of the Epiphany readings is: He shows his hidden glory to those he calls. In his baptism our attention is on getting to know Jesus as our substitute.  This means that there is not so much emphasis on our response beyond the response of faith, which itself is always seen as his work and not ours.
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Text, Tune, Setting: Naida Hearn.

Text, Tune, Setting: © 1974 Scripture in Song (a division of Integrity Music). All rights reserved. International Copyright Secured.

Used by permission of Integrity Music.





ORDER OF WORSHIP

Pastor Welcomes Us to Worship

We Open with Song 

“Rejoice and Be Merry”
  (p.8)

                   LAPP, p. 254

We Ask the Lord to Lead Us

P:

We adore our heavenly Father, who created and sustains us, who loves us with an everlasting love and gives us the light of His glory in Jesus our Savior.

C:

We praise You, God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.

P:

We rejoice in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though rich, for our sakes became poor; who was tempted in every respect as we are, yet did not sin; who went about doing good and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom; who became obedient unto death on a cross; who died and is alive forevermore; who has opened the kingdom of heaven to all who believe; who reigns in glory and will come again as King of Kings.

C:

You are the King of glory, Lord Jesus.

P:

We glory in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, by whom we are born into the family of God and made members of Christ’s body; whose witness confirms us, whose kingdom teaches us, whose power enables us to do far more than all that we ask or imagine.

C:

All praise to You, Holy Spirit, Counselor divine.

We Ask for and Receive Forgiveness of Sins
C:
Lord, have mercy on us.  In this hour, help us see our sin and desire a fresh start with You.  Help us see the shortcomings in our lives and look to You for answers to our problems.  Give us a new vision of what life can be like.  Teach us to hope, to love, to give, and to have faith, all through Jesus.  Lord have mercy on us.
P:
Our God has heard the cries of His people and has had mercy on us.  He has seen our need and provided for our salvation. He has seen our hearts and given us a Savior. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, our sin is no longer a weight that holds us down.  We are free to live in victory, free from the sin of our self-deceit and free from Satan's power.  Praise God for His goodness.

C:    Amen.    (spoken)
BAPTISM                                              8:00 am Service
We Pray

P:
Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; 

C:
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.  Amen.    (spoken)

Come, Let Us Worship The King!

We Join in Song             “This Is He”  


(p. 10)


      LAPP, p. 300

OUR KING REVEALS HIMSELF AS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD        1 Samuel 16:1-13         

Young David is anointed by Samuel to Shepherd the Lord’s people, Israel. Centuries later would come fulfillment with the anointing of the Christ and the Lord’s royal priesthood of all believers.
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”  Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’S anointed stands here before the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”  So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah.

We Respond                          “As with Gladness Men of Old”      
As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold,

As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright,

So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore your foll'wers be.

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day Keep us in the narrow way;

And, when earthly things are past, Bring our ransomed souls at last

Where they need no star to guide, Where no clouds your glory hide.

CHILDRREN”S MESSAGE



               based on the Epistle Lesson
OUR KING PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR US TO PROCLAIM HIS NAME      Titus 3:4-7
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men. At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.

We Sing 
“Jesus Remember Me” 



                                   LAPP, p. 162
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. (x2)
We Listen to the Message   LUKE 3:15-17, 21, 22   “The Gospel Narrative Starts at the River”
The word of the Lord through John and the waters of his baptism powerfully proclaimed preparation for the arrival of the Messiah. For he would come with justice to rule the people with equity. At his own baptism, Jesus is anointed with the Holy Spirit and power as our Prophet, Priest, and King to the approval of the Father. Just as he who knew no sin was baptized, our baptism is also an anointing by the Spirit, but for the forgiveness of our sins. This is our connection to Christ and his redeeming work. 
The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
We Offer our Gifts to God & WELS CONNECTION
To honor God and to remind each other that our offerings are part of our regular gathering and worship, we bring the offering baskets up to the altar at this time. We will also watch the WELS Connection video magazine which reports on various ministries around the world.  Please sign in on the Friendship Register (in each bench) or fill out a guest card at the Welcome Center.
We Pray the Prayer of the Church    --    Epiphany Season

P:  
Jesus Christ, Lord of glory, You delight in making yourself known to us and all mankind.  Help us to recognize Your majesty and rejoice in Your ministry, knowing that in love You chose to exercise Your strength to serve our needs.

C:  
Draw us and all mankind by the brightness of Your glory, which You reveal through humble deeds of love.

P:  
You once called ordinary men as Your disciples and apostles.  Today You also call us to follow You confidently, to learn from You diligently, and to imitate You lovingly.  Equip us by Your Word to serve You and our neighbor.

C: 
Empower us by Your Spirit to be faithful witnesses and to help people throughout the world to see the brightness of Your gospel.
P:  
You once revealed Your glory through mighty signs and wonders.  Assure us that You still rule all things in the universe and use them to serve our eternal good.  Exercise Your power to help and heal all people with physical and emotional needs according to Your compassionate will.

C:  
Give us the courage to help the hurting in their distress, the compassion to pray for all according to their needs, and the contentment cheerfully to accept the hardships You ask us to endure.

Special prayers and intercessions

P: 
 Hear us, Lord, as we bring You our private petitions.

Silent prayer

P: 
Lord Jesus, preserve Your truth among us and preserve us by that truth until Your last epiphany, when You appear in splendor to bring us home to glory.  Let our anticipation of heavenly glory enable our thinking, enrich our conduct, and increase our joy in all aspects of our earthly life.

C: 
Hear us, Light of the Gentiles and Glory of Israel.  Amen.
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen
We Leave God’s House with His Blessing

P:
Return now to your homes, your jobs and your weekly activities renewed, refreshed and forgiven.  May everything you do this week be done for the glory of God and reflect your sincere love for him.  The Lord be with you and watch over you and those you love.  Return to God’s house next week with glad and eager hearts, anxious to worship him again with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:
Amen.

Our Final Song of Worship
 
“Jesus, Name above All Names”
 (p. 9)
      LAPP, p. 161
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SILENT PRAYERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BAPTISM
We welcome Brady Michael Meurett into the family of God through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Brady’s godparents are Paula Ratzel & Benjamin Henning and his parents are Aaron & Meagan Meuretti.
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Text: Koh Yuki. Tune (WOODRIDGE) and Setting: Richard W. Gieseke.
Text: © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission. Tune and Setting: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
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Text: traditional English carol. Tune: GALLERY CAROL. Setting: Reginald Jacques.
Setting: © 1961 Oxford University Press. Used by permission.








THIS WEEK’S


WORSHIP SERVICE











“He Brings Us to


 The River of Life”


Service Theme





Pastor:


Mark Wagner





Organist:


Jon Hahm





LAPP Songs:   


254, 162, 300, 161





FIRST LESSON:


1 Samuel 16:1-13





GOSPEL: 


Luke 3:15-17, 21, 22 





SECOND LESSON:


Titus 3:4-7





THE SERMON:


LUKE 3:15-17, 21, 22





“The Gospel Narrative Starts at the River”


_______________





FLOWERS





The flowers this


 week are from 


Dianne Robertson in loving memory of 


Pat Robertson.








THIS WEEK AT OUR SAVIOR





Sunday (1/9)              8:00 AM		Contemporary Worship Service 


	    9:15 AM		Adult & Teen Bible Class


	    9:15 AM		Sunday School


	   10:30 AM 	     Contemporary Worship Service


Monday	    5:30	 PM		Board of Elders


	    7:00 PM		Church Council Meeting


Tuesday	  10:30 AM		Senior Bible Study 


Wednesday	    8:20 AM		Children’s Chapel


	    4:00 PM 		Public School Confirmation Class


Thursday	    7:00 PM		Worship Service w/Communion


Saturday                     7:00 AM		Men’s Bible Study


Sunday (1/16)            8:00 AM		Worship Service w/Communion


	    9:15	 AM		Adult & Teen Bible Class


	    9:15 AM		Sunday School


   	   10:30 AM 		Worship Service w/Communion























Cover art: https://www.bowerarts.com/store/p171/THE_BAPTISM_OF_JESUS.html





LiveStream on Youtube Channel at 10:30am every Sunday


This service is also recorded for review after livestream.


Link on our website (see below).











Next Week’s Readings





First Lesson		Exodus 7:14-24


Second Lesson		Ephesians 3:14-21


Gospel			John 2:1-11


Psalm			Psalm 133-134











Our Savior Ev. Lutheran Church & School


(Wisconsin Synod)


1332 Arrowhead Rd., Grafton, Wisconsin  53024


Website: www.OurSaviorGrafton.org


Church: 262-377-6363                              School: 262-377-7780





Mark C. Wagner�
�
Nathan Schultz�
�
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