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Lenten Worship 
Thursday, March 2nd, 2023 

 
PRESERVICE SONGS: “Give me Jesus”  by Fernando Ortega 
“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” by Fernando Ortega 
 
PASTOR’S GREETING   
 
THE INVOCATION 
 

THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

The Festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. Jesus said to his 
disciples, “You know that after two days it will be the Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed 
over to be crucified.” Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of 
the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas. They plotted together how to arrest Jesus in some deceitful 
way and kill him. But they said, “Not during the Festival, or else there might be a riot among the 
people.” Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, who was one of the Twelve. He went away and spoke 
with the chief priests and officers of the temple guard about how he could betray Jesus to them. They 
were glad and agreed to give him money. He promised to do it and was looking for an opportunity to 
betray Jesus to them away from the crowd. 

 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples 
asked Jesus, “Where do you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He sent two of 
his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. 
Follow him. Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my guest 
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ He will show you a large upper room, furnished 
and ready. Make preparations for us there.” They went and found things just as he had told them, and 
they prepared the Passover. 

When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with the twelve apostles. He said to them, “I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it 
is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” A dispute arose among the disciples about which of them was 
considered to be greatest. But he told them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those 
who have authority over them are called Benefactors. But it is not to be that way with you. Instead, 
let the greatest among you become like the youngest, and the one who leads like the one who serves. 
For who is greater, one who reclines at the table or one who serves? Isn’t it the one who reclines at 
the table? But I am among you as one who serves. You are those who have remained with me in my 
trials. I am going to grant a kingdom to you, just as my Father granted to me, so that you may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom. And you will sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  
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Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to 
the Father. Having loved those who were his own in the world, he loved them to the end. By the time 
the supper took place, the Devil had already put the idea into the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, 
to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God.  

Jesus got up from the supper and laid aside his outer garment. He took a towel and tied it around his 
waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the 
towel that was wrapped around him. He came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but later you will 
understand.” Peter told him, “You will never, ever, wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, 
you have no part with me.” “Lord, not just my feet,” Simon Peter replied, “but also my hands and my 
head!” Jesus told him, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet, but his body is 
completely clean. And you are clean, but not all of you.” Indeed, he knew who was going to betray 
him. That is why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After Jesus had washed their feet and put on his 
outer garment, he reclined at the table again. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked 
them. “You call me Teacher and Lord. You are right, because I am. Now if I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. Yes, I have given you an example 
so that you also would do just as I have done for you. Truly, truly I tell you: A servant is not greater 
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. If you know these things, you 
are blessed if you do them.”  

Jesus took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves, for I tell you, from 
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

 SONG: “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” by Koine  
 

1. Precious Lord, take my hand 
Lead me on, let me stand 

I am tired, I'm weak, I am worn 
Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 
Take my hand, precious Lord 

Lead me home 

2. When my way grows drear 
Precious Lord, linger near  

When my life is almost gone 
Hear my cry, hear my call 

Hold my hand lest I fall 
Take my hand, precious Lord 

Lead me home 
3. When the darkness appears 

and the night draws near 
And the day is almost gone, 

At the river I stand; 
Guide my feet, hold my hand, 
Take my hand, precious Lord 

Lead me Home. 
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THE MESSAGE: John 11:45-48 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47 Then the 
chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 
“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we let 
him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away 
both our temple and our nation.” 
 
SERMON OUTLINE               John 11:45-48 
 
Introduction: Sometimes enemies give themselves away by too much talk 
1. Jesus had just raised Lazarus from the dead. This made quite a stir. 
2. The Word of God always divides people into two camps. 
3. Often the Word hardens people in their unbelief. 
4. Why? A change in life would have to occur. 
5. So in their opposition they ironically speak the truth: "Everyone will believe in him." 
6. But John 1:9 remains true: "The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world."  
Conclusion: So God works faith "when and where it pleases him." (Our Lutheran Confessions) 
 
THE OFFERING:            “Abide With Me” by Atrim Mennonite Choir 
  
THE PRAYERS  
  
SONG: “God So Loved the World” by Hillsong 
 

For God so loved the world  
That He gave His only Son 

Whosoever believes will not perish 
They shall have eternal life 

 
I shall hold to the cross 

I shall hold to God alone 
For His love has salvaged me 
For His love has set me free 

 
For God so loved the world 
That He gave His only Son 

Whosoever believes will not perish 
They shall have eternal life 
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I shall wait upon the Lord 
I shall wait upon His word 
By His grace, I am released 

By His grace, I am redeemed 
 

For God so loved the world 
That He gave His only Son 

Whosoever believes will not perish 
They shall have eternal life 

 
By His precious blood, I have been set free 

For the glory of Jesus' name 
I surrender all, now to Christ alone 

In Jesus, I am saved 
By His precious blood, I have been set free 

For the glory of Jesus' name 
I surrender all, now to Christ alone 

In Jesus, I am saved 
 

For God so loved the world 
That He gave His only Son  

Whosoever believes will not perish 
They shall have eternal life 

Yes, they shall have eternal life 
Songwriters: Martin W. Sampson, Matt Crocker. 

  
LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER:  
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously 
kept me this day. Forgive me all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe 
may have no power over me. Amen. 
  
THE APOSTOLIC BLESSING 
  
THE DOXOLOGY: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” by the Vagle Brothers 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
POSTSERVICE SONG: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”  


