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CONFIRMATION               MAY 13, 2023 
 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. 

 

 
Holy Baptism is the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, which God poured out on us abundantly through our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Justified by his grace, we have been made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. In this Sacrament our loving God receives little children 
into his covenant and rule of grace, working faith in them and making them 
members of the invisible Church and temples of the Holy Spirit. 

 

As our Lord faithfully keeps his covenant of mercy, he also promises those 
who are his own: "Be faithful to death, and I will give you a crown of life!"  To 
the end that his will might be accomplished and his children may grow in 
grace and Christian knowledge and wisdom as they advance in years, he 
commands parents to “bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord.”  He directs his church to do what he told Peter, "Feed My lambs!" 

 
 

 According to his promise and command, children are instructed in the 
Christian faith.  When they reach an age of discretion and understand God's 
covenant of grace into which his Spirit called them at the time of their 
baptism, they promise to daily live according to his will. They do this not 
because they “have to,” but because they want to serve him out of love and 
thanks.  Now able to examine themselves and to recognize our Savior's true 
body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, they should also receive  
this Sacrament often along with their fellow members of the family of faith.   

  
 

To encourage such growth in Christian knowledge and faith, the 
rite of CONFIRMATION is maintained in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. The catechumens publicly profess their faith in Christ, 
confirming their covenant with God. Assured that they possess 
such knowledge of biblical doctrine to warrant the worthy 
reception of the Lord’s Supper, our elders invite them to receive it 
in true faith.  We ask the Holy Spirit through his Gospel in Word 
and Sacrament to cause them to grow in grace, to remain 

steadfast and immovable in trusting their Savior’s love, to become increasingly fruitful in 
all good works, and in the end to receive the promised crown of life. 
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THIS DAY THE FOLLOWING CATECHUMENS 

PRESENT THEMSELVES FOR THE SOLEMN RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
 

KENNEDY CHRISTINE ALTENDORF 
KENNIDI ANN MARIE CLEMENTS 

PRESLEY CHRISTINA KETHE 
ISABELLA DOROTHY REHBERG 

BENJAMIN KENT RUSSELL 
BRYNN SOPHIA SCHULTZ 
WARREN LOUIS SMITH 

KENNEDY GRACE THISTLE 
 

 
 

WORSHIP NOTES:  We extend a warm welcome today to the family and friends of our 
confirmands.  Through this rite of “passage” these students will confirm the faith which the Holy 
Spirit implanted in them by baptism.  As they have demonstrated the ability to learn the truths of 
God’s Word, today we encourage them to keep growing in relationship with their Savior each day.  
We walk with them down the road of Christian maturity, asking ourselves, “How precious is Christ, 
the divine Teacher, to me?  Do I let him serve me as Savior and lead me as Lord?”  During this time 
each year we listen and learn along with our confirmands to love him more.  Together we 
recommit our lives to him, which is our faithful response to his love and grace.   (2 Corinthians 5:14-
15) 

 

     The Lord’s Supper, which we celebrate today, is an evidence and an expression of the unity of 
faith shared by those who commune together.  For that reason we ask that only persons who are 
members of congregations in fellowship with the WELS participate in the sacrament with us.  
Other guests are encouraged to speak to our pastor for information about participating in the 
Lord’s Supper at our altar.  

 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, 
    but fools despise wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 16:9 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC           
 
OPENING HYMN   Let Me Be Yours Forever        

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 Lift up the name of the Lord with me: 
C: And let us exalt his name together. 
P: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praises: 
C: Let us be thankful as we worship him. 
P: For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting: 
C: And his truth endures for all generations. 
 

P: The law from his mouth is more precious to me than thousands of pieces of silver and 
gold. 

C: His hands have made me and formed me; O Lord, give me understanding to learn your 
ways, for I have put my hope in your Word. 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and there is no truth in us.  But if we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to purify us from all 
unrighteousness. In that hope and confidence, let us humbly confess . . .  

 C: Lord God, Heavenly Father, I come before your throne and admit my sins. 
Throughout my life, including this past week, I have been incredibly selfish.  The 
old sinful nature within me judges everything for my own advantage. As a result of 
my selfishness, I often experience sinful thoughts and desires such as greed, 
jealousy, covetousness, rebellion, the desire for revenge.   And as a result of my 
sinful thoughts, I often speak and act in ways that hurt and offend you as well as 
my fellow human beings.  Heavenly Father, I know that nothing I do or say can ever 
earn your forgiveness. Yet I also know that you are a good and gracious God.  I 
know that you sent Jesus to carry my sins, together with the world's sins, on the 
cross.  He died for me!  Let me hear your words of forgiveness so that my heart and 
soul might be reassured. Let me experience the peace and joy of salvation that 
comes only through faith in Christ.                   

               

P: Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, I stand before you as God's representative to 
proclaim to you his love and forgiveness. Jesus kept the law, suffered and died in our 
place.  Out of love, he fully and freely gives to you and to me his righteousness 
without any merit or worthiness on our part.  He says to us: 

 

"Though your sins are like scarlet, 
They shall be as white as snow; 
Though they are red like crimson, 
They shall be like wool."  (Is. 1:18) 

 

May God enable us to believe his message with all our hearts, that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit through the Gospel, it may transform and renew our minds and our 
lives. 

 

C: We praise and glorify your name, O Lord, our gracious God! 
 

C: (Sung)                                                                                     CW, #236:2 
I cried to him in time of need: Lord God, oh, hear my calling! 

For death he gave me life indeed And kept my feet from falling. 
For this my thanks shall endless be; Oh, thank him, thank our God with me -- 

To God all praise and glory! 
 
WE HEAR THE WORD FROM THE FIRST LESSON    Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 
 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the 
sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 
Do not be quick with your mouth, 
 do not be hasty in your heart 
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 to utter anything before God. 
God is in heaven 
 and you are on earth, 
 so let your words be few. 
A dream comes when there are many cares, 
 and many words mark the speech of a fool. 
 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill 
your vow. It is better not to make a vow than to make one and not fulfill it. Do not let your 
mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” 
Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands? Much dreaming 
and many words are meaningless. Therefore fear God. 
 
SECOND LESSON   2 Timothy 3:10-17 
You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium 
and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, 
everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and 
impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in 
what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom 
you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

 

GOSPEL LESSON   Matthew 10:32-39       
 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 
 
 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. For I have come to turn 
 
“ ‘a man against his father, 
  a daughter against her mother, 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 
 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 
 
 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. Whoever does not take up their 
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses 
their life for my sake will find it. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH 
C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to him.  But the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened 
me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way he calls, 
gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it 
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian church he daily and fully 
forgives all sins to me and all believers.  On the Last Day he will raise me and all the 
dead; and he will give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most 
certainly true. 

 
HYMN    “Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day"                    (See p. 15)                     CWS, #599 
  

SERMON              Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 
 

 HOW TO MAKE YOUR CONFIRMATION VOW 
1. Say it! 

2. Mean it! 
3. Live it! 

 
 
 
 
 

RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
 

You are here to make a public profession of your Christian faith.  The Apostle Paul writing to 
the Romans says: "If you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord' and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved ... For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.  Everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

Therefore, lift up your hearts to the God of all grace and joyfully answer these questions: 

P:  Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge that 
in Baptism, God gave you the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation? 

C:  I do. 
P:  Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 
C:  I do. 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit? 
C:      I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth. 
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 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
      He descended into hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church 
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

P:  Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God? 
C:  I do. 
P:  Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have 

learned to know it from Luther's Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word 
of God? 

C:  I do. 
P:  Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even 

death, rather than fall away from it? 
C:  I do, by the grace of God. 
P:  Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God's Word; to 

be faithful in the use of the Word and Sacrament; and in faith and action remain 
true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as long as you live? 

C:  I do, and I ask God to help me. 
P:  Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his good pleasure, it is 

right for us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he 
would graciously complete the good work which he has begun in them.  Let us, 
therefore, bow our heads and pray. 

P:  Lord Jesus, Author and Perfecter of our faith, in mercy you joined these brothers 
and sisters to your Church when they were born again of water and the Spirit.  In 
mercy you taught them your saving truth.  Grant that they may offer themselves as 
living sacrifices to you as their spiritual act of worship. Transform them by the 
renewing of their minds so that they will not conform to the pattern of this world.  
Help us live in love and harmony with one another, and work together in serving 
you.   
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  Keep us united in your Spirit and bring us at last to your eternal kingdom where you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C:  Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING FROM GOD 

 

P: Confirmands, give your hand as a pledge of your promise and receive His Word of 
blessing.    

 

   Individual Blessings 
 

P: Upon this your profession and promise, I invite and welcome you, as members of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation, to share with us in all the gifts 
our Lord has for His Church and to live them out continually in His worship and in His 
service. 

 

PARENTS’ VOW OF SUPPORT FOR LUTHERAN CATECHUMENS 

P: When you brought these children to be baptized, you realized that you were 
following the will of your Lord Jesus, who said, LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO 
ME.  At the same time, you understood that your responsibilities had not ended at 
the Baptism. You knew that the Scriptures also commanded you to BRING UP YOUR 
CHILDREN IN THE TRAINING AND INSTRUCTION OF THE LORD.  This you have done in 
your homes and by using the assistance that has been offered by your fellow 
Christians in this congregation.  However, your Lord Jesus wants you to remember 
that your duties to these children continue long past the day of Confirmation.  
Therefore, I ask you: 

P: Do you intend to help these young people carry out the vow they have just spoken? 
ANS:  I do. 
P: Do you intend to encourage them to remain faithful to Jesus and to all of God’s Word 

as it’s proclaimed in the Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? 
ANS:  I do. 
P: Do you intend to continue to instruct and guide them as you have opportunity with 

God’s Word as your only authority? 
ANS:  I do. 
P: Do you intend to bring them regularly to worship services and have them participate 

in Bible Study, both in the congregational life and their own personal lives? 
ANS:  I do. 
P: Do you intend to encourage them to serve their Lord Jesus throughout their lives in 

everything they do, especially throughout their lives in their Christian congregation? 
ANS:  I do. 
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P: Do you intend to be an example for them of such a Christian life and lifestyle by how 
you live and how you speak? 

ANS:  I do so intend to do all these things, with the help of God and by his grace. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    Christ Be My Leader                                                                CW21 518    

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1964, ren. 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714932 
Tune: Public domain 

 
PRAYERS 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 

P: I invite you to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me the Lord’s Prayer as Christ our 
Lord taught us. 

 P: First, we pray that God our Father in heaven would look with mercy on all his children on 
earth. We ask him to give us grace that we might proclaim his Word faithfully and live 
our lives according to his will, for then we show that his name is precious to us. We also 
pray that he would keep us from any teaching and living which would dishonor his name. 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
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P: We pray that his kingdom and the rule of his grace might come to us and grow in us each 
day; that all who are still captives in Satan’s kingdom might be brought to know Jesus 
Christ, his Son, so that the Christian Church might grow and prosper. 

C: Your kingdom come. 
  
P: We pray that the Holy Spirit would strengthen us to do and accept God’s will in life and 

death, in good times and in bad, and that we might have power to put down our own 
sinful will and its desires. 

C: Your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
  
P: We pray that our Father would also give us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and 

selfish desires, and help us to trust that he will provide for all our needs. 
C: Give us today our daily bread. 
  
P: We ask that God would forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us so that our 

hearts may rest and rejoice in a good conscience before him, and that no sin may ever 
frighten or alarm us. 

C: Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  
P: We pray that God would protect us from all temptations and help us by his Spirit to put 

down our sinful flesh, to despise the world and its vices, and to overcome the devil and 
all his trickery. 

C: Lead us not into temptation. 
  
P: And finally, we pray that God would deliver us from all evils of body and soul now and 

forever. 
C: But deliver us from evil. 
  
P: All those who sincerely desire these things will say from their hearts “Amen,” trusting 

without doubt that their prayers are answered in heaven, as Christ has promised: 
“Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 

C:  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION   by Pastor 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

(Our Confirmands will go together as a class first, followed by the rest of the congregation.) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  I Come, O Savior, to Your Table    CW21, 670 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Your holy heart has one obsession, 
    one blessèd thing it burns to do— 
to cleanse the sinner from transgression; 
    so I, a sinner, come to you. (Refrain) 
 
 

6 My soul is burdened; Lord, relieve me, 
    by all this weight of sin oppressed! 
Though sinful, yet, in grace receive me 
    and feed me as your grateful guest. (Refrain) 

7 Within me, Lord, your vision traces 
    a heart of deep humility 
that mourns its sin and yet embraces 
    the merit you have earned for me. (Refrain) 
 
 

8 By faith I call your holy table 
    the testament of your deep love, 
for by your gift I now am able 
    to know the heart of God above. (Refrain) 

9 This meal with blessing is abounding: 
    to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow’r, 
to angels joy, to hell confounding, 
    and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain) 

10 My heart has now become your dwelling, 
    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 
With angels I, your praises telling, 
    shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain) 

Text (sts. 1, Ref, 2, 4, 8–10): © 1941 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 3, 5–7): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 714932 
Tune: Public domain 



 13 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
BENEDICTION 

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Father, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: (Sung)  Amen.  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN  Jesus, Still Lead On         CW21, 842 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 
SILENT PRAYER & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 
 
LIST OF CONFIRMANDS  -  A list of our confirmands follows on the next page. 
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2023 CONFIRMANDS 
Kennedy Christine Altendorf  

Sponsors: Brittany Gerner & Matt Waraxa 
Parents: Jason & Danielle Altendorf 
Passage:   Revelation 2:10 - Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the 

devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for 
ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you life as your 
victor’s crown. 

Kennidi AnnMarie Clements  

Sponsors: Jennifer Clements, Christopher Spietz, Katie Spietz 
Parents: Paul & Becky Clements 
Passage:   Ephesians 6:11 - Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand 

firm against the devils’ schemes. 

Presley Christina Kethe 
Sponsors: Jim Vigneau & Nicole Laporte 

Parents: Chris & Christina Kethe 
Passage:   Isaiah 41:10 - Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I 

will strengthen you; I will surely help you; I will uphold you with My right hand of 
righteousness. 

Isabella Dorothy Rehberg  

Parent: Lane Bishop 
 Passage:   Joshua 1:9 Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, 

for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go. 

Benjamin Kent Russell  

Sponsors: Sara Uttech & Brad Chopp 
Parents: Kent & Jessica Russell 
Passage:   2 Samuel 22:2 He Said: “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer.” 

Brynn Sophia Schultz  

Sponsors: Jessica Schumacher & Joel Schultz 
Parents: Nathan & Jamie Schultz 
Passage:   Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Warren Louis  Smith  

Sponsors: Nicole Urban & RJ Smith 
Parents: Michael & Sarah Smith 
Passage:   Psalm 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation— whom shall I fear? The Lord is 

the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be afraid? 
Kennedy Grace Thistle   

Sponsors: Chad & Lori Little 
Parents: Chad & Kimberly Thistle 
Passage:   Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.   
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                       Confirmation Blessings 
 

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give 
you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and 
knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and 
strength, of sanctification and the fear of God. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our 
Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us 
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage 
your heart and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word. 

 
The Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, renew and increase in you the gift 
of the Holy Spirit for your strengthening in faith, your growth in grace, 
your patience in suffering, and for the blessed hope of eternal life. 
 
The God of peace sanctify you through and through and keep you blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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