Remain seated

Advent Midweek Service

Prayer at the Close of Day
December 14, 2023

The opening responses are sung responsively.
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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to sing praise to your name, O Most High,
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your truth at the close of day.

Tune: Dale A. Witte

Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714932



794 Now Rest beneath Night’s Shadow W 794

Confession CW 226

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for personal reflection

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds, and in all
that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver
and restore us, that we may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we are forgiven. Let us
rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when we shall serve him in newness of life.
Amen.



134A Bless the LORD, All You His Servants Psalm 134A

The canters will sing the psalm once. Then, the congregation will join in singing the psalm a second time.
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Tune: William P. Rowlands
Text: © 2009 Crown and Covenant Publications, alt. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714932
Tune: Public domain



Reading 2 Chronicles 18:1—19:3

'Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honor, and he allied himself with Ahab by
marriage. >Some years later he went down to see Ahab in Samaria. Ahab slaughtered
many sheep and cattle for him and the people with him and urged him to attack Ramoth
Gilead. 3Ahab king of Israel asked Jehoshaphat king of Judah, “Will you go with me
against Ramoth Gilead?”

Jehoshaphat replied, “I am as you are, and my people as your people; we will join you
in the war.” “But Jehoshaphat also said to the king of Israel, “First seek the counsel of the
LORD.”

5So the king of Israel brought together the prophets—four hundred men—and asked
them, “Shall we go to war against Ramoth Gilead, or shall I not?”

“Go,” they answered, “for God will give it into the king’s hand.”

®But Jehoshaphat asked, “Is there no longer a prophet of the LORD here whom we can
inquire of?”

"The king of Israel answered Jehoshaphat, “There is still one prophet through whom
we can inquire of the LORD, but I hate him because he never prophesies anything good
about me, but always bad. He is Micaiah son of Imlah.”

“The king should not say such a thing,” Jehoshaphat replied.

8So the king of Israel called one of his officials and said, “Bring Micaiah son of Imlah at
once.

9Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were
sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria,
with all the prophets prophesying before them. "Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had
made iron horns, and he declared, “This is what the LORD says: ‘With these you will gore
the Arameans until they are destroyed.””

"All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and
be victorious,” they said, “for the LORD will give it into the king’s hand.”

“The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, the other
prophets without exception are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with
theirs, and speak favorably.”

BBut Micaiah said, “As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell him only what my God says.”

“When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth
Gilead, or shall I not?”

“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for they will be given into your hand.”

'“The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing
but the truth in the name of the LORD?”



®Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a
shepherd, and the LORD said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in
peace.’”

'"The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies
anything good about me, but only bad?”

¥Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on
his throne with all the multitudes of heaven standing on his right and on his left. *And
the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab king of Israel into attacking Ramoth Gilead and
going to his death there?

“One suggested this, and another that. *°Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before
the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’

“ ‘By what means?’ the LORD asked.

>“‘Twill go and be a deceiving spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,” he said.

““You will succeed in enticing him,’” said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.’

>“So now the LORD has put a deceiving spirit in the mouths of these prophets of yours.
The LORD has decreed disaster for you.”

3Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which
way did the spirit from the LORD go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked.

*4Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.”

>The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler
of the city and to Joash the king’s son, *%and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this
fellow in prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.””

*’Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the LORD has not spoken through me.”
Then he added, “Mark my words, all you people!”

S0 the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. *The
king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will enter the battle in disguise, but you wear your
royal robes.” So the king of Israel disguised himself and went into battle.

3°Now the king of Aram had ordered his chariot commanders, “Do not fight with
anyone, small or great, except the king of Israel.” 3¥When the chariot commanders saw
Jehoshaphat, they thought, “This is the king of Israel.” So they turned to attack him, but
Jehoshaphat cried out, and the LORD helped him. God drew them away from him, 3*for
when the chariot commanders saw that he was not the king of Israel, they stopped
pursuing him.

3But someone drew his bow at random and hit the king of Israel between the
breastplate and the scale armor. The king told the chariot driver, “Wheel around and get
me out of the fighting. I've been wounded.” 3*All day long the battle raged, and the king
of Israel propped himself up in his chariot facing the Arameans until evening. Then at
sunset he died.



"When Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned safely to his palace in Jerusalem, *Jehu the
seer, the son of Hanani, went out to meet him and said to the king, “Should you help the
wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, the wrath of the LORD is on
you. 3There is, however, some good in you, for you have rid the land of the Asherah poles
and have set your heart on seeking God.”

321 God’s Own Son Most Holy CW 321

Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful gifts of her members. If you are not a member of Our Savior,
please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure to serve you with God's Word
today.

Please sign the friendship register and pass it down the pew.

Prayer CW 228
The prayer is sung responsively. The congregation sings the bolded sections.
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O God our Father, by your mercy and might the world turns safely into darkness and
returns again to light. We place into your hands our unfinished tasks, our unsolved
problems, and our unfulfilled hopes, knowing that only what you bless will / prosper.*
To your great love and protection we commit each other and all those we love, knowing
that you alone are our sure de-/fender;
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Lord’s Prayer CW 230
All sung together.
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Song of Simeon
The prayer is sung responsively. The congregation sings the bolded section.
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Tune: Dale A. Witte
Tune: © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714932
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Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the 4 Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us
and keep us.
Amen.
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