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Baptism Is Needed by All

Jesus was speaking about Baptism when he said, “No one can enter the kingdom of God
unless they are born of water and the Spirit.” Consider the weight of that phrase, “no one.”
It is all encompassing. The murder, the abuser, the terrorist—if they hope to enter the
kingdom of God, they need the cleansing washing that comes in Baptism. But so does the
gossip, the envious, the worrier. That’s what “no one” means. Clearly, the man who has lived
a long life, who has 8o-plus years of sin on his record, needs the saving power of Baptism.
But so does the newborn infant who is not yet capable of speaking a sinful word. That’s what
“no one” means.

This is a hard teaching for people to accept. Many cannot understand how a violent criminal
can be in the same moral category as the young “innocent” baby. Yet, in God’s eyes, they
are, for they both were born of sinful flesh. Therefore, they both need the salvation God
provides through Baptism. Today, we see that Baptism is indeed needed by all.
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Order of Service

Were You There CW 426

Stand

In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise forever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Prayer

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ was baptized in the river Jordan: we thank you for
the gift of water to cleanse us and revive us. We thank you that through the waters of the
Red Sea you led your people out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land. We thank you
that through the deep waters of death you brought your Son and raised him to life in
triumph. We thank you that in the water of our baptism you made us one with Christ in his
death and in his resurrection, to be cleansed and delivered from all sin. Send your Holy
Spirit upon us and raise us with Christ to full and eternal life; for all might, majesty,
authority and power are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

The New Life of Baptism

I ask you, with the whole Christian Church, to confess your baptismal faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Let us pray.

Prayer

Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith with all who have
been baptized into your name. Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make us ready for
that day when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

Be seated

God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It CW 679 st. 1

Reading John 3:1-8

'Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish
ruling council. *He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were
not with him.”

3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are
born again.”

+*“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”



5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they
are born of water and the Spirit. °Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to
spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.” ¥*The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It CW 679 st. 4

Passion Reading Mark 14:43-65—Trial Before the High Priest

BJust as he was speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared. With him was a crowd
armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests, the teachers of the law, and the
elders.

4“Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest
him and lead him away under guard.” 4Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Rabbi!” and
kissed him. “The men seized Jesus and arrested him. 47Then one of those standing near
drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

#“Am I leading a rebellion,” said Jesus, “that you have come out with swords and clubs
to capture me? ¥Every day [ was with you, teaching in the temple courts, and you did not
arrest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.” *°Then everyone deserted him and fled.

S'A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When they
seized him, 5*he fled naked, leaving his garment behind.

33They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the teachers
of the law came together. 5*Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of
the high priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire.

55The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so
that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. 5*Many testified falsely against
him, but their statements did not agree.

57Then some stood up and gave this false testimony against him: *“We heard him say, ‘I
will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not
made with hands.”” Yet even then their testimony did not agree.

%Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to
answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” ®But Jesus
remained silent and gave no answer.

Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”

5



62“ am,” said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more witnesses?” he asked.
%“You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”

They all condemned him as worthy of death. ®Then some began to spit at him; they
blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took
him and beat him.

All of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death.

He Stood Before the Court CW 408
Sermon
Dearest Jesus, We Are Here CW 648
Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful gifts of her members. If you are not a member of
Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure to serve
you with God's Word today.

Please sign the friendship register and pass it down the pew.

Stand



782 Luther’s Evening Prayer

CW 782 sts. 1b-2
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1 I thank you, heav’'n-ly Fa - ther, thro’ Je - sus, your dear Son,
2 1 trust my soul and bod - y in - to your lov - ing hands.
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that gra-cious-ly you kept me while dai - ly tasks were done.
All things that I en-coun - ter [ leave to your good plans.
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I pray that you for - give me for all my sins and wrongs,
Send me your ho -ly an-gel to rout the e - vil one
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and in vyour love con-tin - ue to keep me all night long.
and crush his dread-ful pow - ers. A - men. Your will be done.

Text: para. Katherine J. Dubke, b. 1991; Martin Luther, 1483-1546

Tune: Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933
Text: © 2016 Katherine ]. Dubke, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714932

Tune: © 1996 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 714932

Evening Prayers

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who watch or work or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, pity the afflicted,
sooth the suffering, bless the dying—and all for your love’s sake.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
Amen.

Be seated

The Day You Gave Us, Lord, Is Ended CW 795 sts. 1-2
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