Our Savior Ev. Lutheran Church & School
Grafton, WI
July 21, 2024



Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

Today’s Focus: Meaningful ministry is often pictured as a compassionate shepherd
caring for his sheep: Jesus' care for us or a spiritual leader's care for his "flock". Today we
discover how Jesus models a compassionate shepherd's heart so that we may be filled
with the same compassion.

Stewardship from God's Word: Jeremiah 23:1-6 God’s solution for the false shepherds
who scattered the sheep is to punish them and send new shepherds who are faithful to
him and his Word. Chief among those new shepherds is his Son, the Good Shepherd.
Jesus will gather his scattered people around his cross and will be our righteousness.
Robed in Jesus’ righteousness, we are safe and secure in our faith and united together in
our mission to preach the gospel as he gives us opportunities and means.

Welcome!
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The Lord’s My Shepherd, I'll Not Want CW 555

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the 4+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest W 176
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.




O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to us
in our weakness, and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!”
declares the LORD. *Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to the
shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them
away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil
you have done,” declares the LORD. 3“I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of
all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture,
where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4I will place shepherds over them
who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be
missing,” declares the LORD.

5“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
°In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The LORD Our Righteous Savior.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



23B Shepherd Me, O God Psalm 23B

The trio will sing the verses, the congregation is invited to join in the refrain.

Refrain
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yond my fears, from death in-to life.

1 God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want,
I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. Refrain

2 Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul,
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth,
my spirit shall sing the music of your name. Refrain

3 Though I should wander the valley of death,
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. Refrain

4 You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred,
crowning me with love beyond my pow’ to hold. Refrain

5 Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life;
I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore. Refrain

Second Reading Hebrews 13:7-8,17-21

"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of
their way of life and imitate their faith. ®Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.



'"Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep
watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that their work will be a
joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.

®Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably
in every way. I particularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon.

*Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, *equip you with
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Sing Hallelujah to the Lord
The vocal trio will sing the Gospel Acclamation.

Gospel Mark 6:30-34

3°The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and
taught. 3'Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even
have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and
get some rest.”

32So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33But many who saw
them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of
them. 3*When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Profession of Faith and Confirmation

Thursday evening, Peter and Sherene Steinbrenner will join Our Savior through
Profession of Faith and Confirmation.

At 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, Jean Heinzelmann and Sophia Seyfert will join through
Profession of Faith and Confirmation.

Prayer of the Church

Loving Shepherd of the sheep, fill us with contentment and confidence. You laid down
your life for the sheep and then rose again to assure us that you give us eternal life.
Good Shepherd, save us.

Strengthen our faith to follow where you lead, to the green pastures of your Word, the
quiet waters of our baptism, and the gracious table of your body and blood where our
cup overflows with your forgiving love. Guide us to find in you the gate that leads to
safety and good pastures.

Good Shepherd, lead us.

Guard and protect us from those who want to lead us astray and snatch us out of your
hand. Give us courage to fight against the devil and wisdom to recognize false teachers.
Lead us to honor and follow those you have called to shepherd your flock, the Church.
Good Shepherd, guide us.
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Let your rod and your staff comfort us and all your sheep in times of sickness and
sadness and especially when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death. [We
include in our prayers today... here name the person and the cause of the petition.] May we
find in your redemption and your Father’s resolve the unbreakable promise that we will
dwell in your house forever.

Good Shepherd, console us.

Move us to reach out to sheep who are not yet a part of our sheep pen but whom you
have claimed as your own. Give us your passion to search for the sheep who are lost and
lead us to rejoice when they have been found.

Good Shepherd, inspire us.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

We thank you for all the blessings we have gained from your goodness: family and
friends, wealth and health, work and leisure. Give us wisdom to long for and cherish
your more precious gifts, your Word and sacraments, so that your goodness and love

may follow us all the days of our life.
Good Shepherd, hear us. Amen.

12



Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her
members. If you are not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to
give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure to serve you with God's Word
today. You may make your gift in the following ways:

Give In person

The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App

Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. Search
near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online

Oursaviorgrafton.org/give

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to
death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us
from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal
life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and

glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering,
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven.
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my -} body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;

this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Jesus, Lamb of God

CW 186
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Distribution

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in
our congregation. This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full
doctrinal agreement among those who commune. For this reason, we ask that only members of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today. If you have any
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service.

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us
in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service CW 766
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