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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Today’s Focus: Greatness is something that everyone strives for. It’s a great feeling
knowing that you are great at what you do. But all too often, we lord it over others
and sinful pride enters our hearts. Because of this, Jesus has something to show you
today. Greatness is found in humility: the humility of our Savior and our humility
toward others.

Stewardship from God's Word: Mark 9:30-37

Welcome the children! What stewardship motivation! The church exists not only for
those who partake of its message, services, and blessings now, but for your children and
grandchildren. If someone had not been faithful generations ago and provided for the
continuation of the preaching of the gospel message, you may not have heard it. If
families had not, as good stewards, supported the ministry of your congregation in the
past, where would you be today? Future generations yet unborn are relying on you to be
faithful with the gifts and resources God gives us.

Welcome!
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Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly W 748

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray

to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory Be to God on High
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we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King,

CW 157



Lo
 — 1 ] X 1
— L | T

God the Fa-ther Al - mighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our
hearts, for without your help we are unable to please you; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Numbers 12:1-15

'Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had
married a Cushite. *“Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn’t he
also spoken through us?” And the LORD heard this.

3(Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of
the earth.)

4At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of
meeting, all three of you.” So the three of them went out. 5Then the LORD came down in
a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam.
When the two of them stepped forward, ®he said, “Listen to my words:

“When there is a prophet among you,
[, the LORD, reveal myself to them in visions,
I speak to them in dreams.
7But this is not true of my servant Moses;
he is faithful in all my house.
8With him I speak face to face,
clearly and not in riddles;



he sees the form of the LORD.
Why then were you not afraid
to speak against my servant Moses?”

9The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them.

“When the cloud lifted from above the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous—it became as
white as snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had a defiling skin disease,
"and he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, I ask you not to hold against us the sin we have
so foolishly committed. Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming from its
mother’s womb with its flesh half eaten away.”

3So Moses cried out to the LORD, “Please, God, heal her!”

“The LORD replied to Moses, “If her father had spit in her face, would she not have
been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that
she can be brought back.” *So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and
the people did not move on till she was brought back.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

33A LORD, Let Your Mercy Be on Us Psalm 33A
Second Reading James 3:13-18

BWho is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. “But if you harbor bitter envy and
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom”
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. *For where you
have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

7But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.
®Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Gospel Acclamation Mark 9:35
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must be the very last, and theser - vant of all.
Gospel Mark 9:30-37

3°They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know
where they were, 3'because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son of
Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three
days he will rise.” 3*But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask
him about it.

3They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were
you arguing about on the road?” 3*But they kept quiet because on the way they had
argued about who was the greatest.

35Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must
be the very last, and the servant of all.”

3*He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he
said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated



Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us

Sermon

“True Greatness Looks Like This”

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

CW 767

Mark 9:30-37



Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow
and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in
lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly
walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and
judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the
person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the
faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

10



We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest
from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning
or living with sadness.

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.

Amen.
Offering
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her
members. If you are not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated
to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure to serve you with God's
Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:
Give In person | The offering is collected during each service.
Give with the App Download the Voncs Mobile fcith Engcgemenf app. ?eorch
near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.
Give Online | Oursaviorgrafton.org/give
Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way CW 737
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Stand

Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by
your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing CW 927
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