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Third Sunday of Advent 

Today’s Focus:  Come Lord Jesus, as we live in the joy of your forgiveness. 

Stewardship from God's Word:  Luke 3:7-18  John the Baptist gave some pretty specific 
instructions to the crowds on how to produce “good fruit”: Share with those who have 
less, don’t cheat anyone, be fair and honest, be content. These are good stewardship 
guidelines for us also: Give to God the portion we have set aside; then serve him by 
serving others with the remainder. Have a generous attitude. Don’t give anyone a reason 
to question our faith by questioning our honesty. Give thanks to God for everything he 
has given us, especially the gift of eternal life through the death of Jesus on the cross and 
his resurrection on the third day. We should always pray that God will send the Holy 
Spirit into our hearts to produce “fruit in keeping with repentance,” to glorify him in all 
we do. 
 
Welcome! 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Presiding: Noah Cook 
Preacher: Jonathan Fischer 
Pianist: Emily Christie 

 
 

The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 
 
 

  

Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Principal:  Philip Krueger pkrueger@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad oslcs@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug osls@oursaviorgrafton.org 

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363 
School 262-377-7780 
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This week, three candles on the Advent wreath are lit.  The third candle, the pink one, is called the Shepherd 
candle, or the Joy candle.  This candle reminds us of the joy the shepherds had and we have as we hear the news 
of a Savior who has come to save his people from their sin. 

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding CW 318 
 

Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts, and fill us with your light; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading Zephaniah 3:14–17 
14Sing, Daughter Zion; 
 shout aloud, Israel! 
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, 
 Daughter Jerusalem! 
15The LORD has taken away your punishment, 
 he has turned back your enemy. 
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 
 never again will you fear any harm. 
16On that day 
 they will say to Jerusalem, 
“Do not fear, Zion; 
 do not let your hands hang limp. 
17The LORD your God is with you, 
 the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
He will take great delight in you; 
 in his love he will no longer rebuke you, 
 but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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130B Remember Your Mercy, O LORD Psalm 130B 

 

 

 
  
Out of the depths I cry to / you, LORD; 
    Lord, / hear my voice. 
Let your ears be at- / tentive 
    to my cry for / mercy. 
If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, Lord, / who could stand? 
    But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, / serve you.    Refrain 
  
I wait for the LORD, my whole / being waits, 
    and in his word I / put my hope. 
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the / morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the / morning. 
Israel, put your hope / in the LORD, 
    for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- / demption. 
He himself will redeem / Israel 
    from / all their sins. 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
    and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
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Second Reading Philippians 4:4–7 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be evident 
to all. The Lord is near. 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:10 

 

 
 

Gospel Luke 3:7–18 

 7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you 
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that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9The ax is already at the 
root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 
 10“What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 
 11John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, 
and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 
 13“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 
 14Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 
 He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.” 
 15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John 
might possibly be the Messiah. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But 
one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 
hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18And with many other words John exhorted the 
people and proclaimed the good news to them. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
 
Choir Anthem “He Is Born” 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You CW 324 

Sermon  Philippians 4:4–7 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
 
Gracious Lord, you sent your Son into our world to destroy the power of Satan and 
restore the human race as your children and heirs. Work in us during this Advent season 
so that we may rejoice in the coming of our Savior and long for his coming again. 
Make us eager to receive the King who comes to save us.  
 
Use the preaching of your holy law to rid us of all delusions that we can gain your love 
with our own efforts. Move us to realize how hopeless we are because of sin and to feel 
sorrow for what we have done wrong.  
Lead us to be honest about our sinful status in your sight.  
 
Lift up our hearts to see the King who comes to save. Reveal to us his willingness to take 
on our human form and stand in our place. Show us the power he extends in his Word 
and sacraments to make us your children and keep us in faith. Thrill us with his promise 
to come and take us to our eternal home to live with you forever. 
Open our eyes to see and believe the wonders of the Savior’s love. 
 
As we live with Christ and trust in him, move us to turn away from sin day after day with 
the strength your Holy Spirit provides. When we fall, forgive us and renew us to love and 
serve you and all people.  
Empower us and guide us to walk with Christ by faith. 
 
Protect us from the distractions that come at this time of the year. Even in gift-giving 
and celebrating, keep our hearts focused on Christ and his forgiving love. 
Give us joy at his coming at Christmas, his coming in the gospel, and  
his coming again. 
 
Move us to share with others the most important gift of this season, the truth about 
Jesus. Even in busy times lead us to pray for those whose joy is diminished because of 
sickness, pain, or loss. [Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the 
petition.] Give us opportunities to provide help to those in need.  
May others see the love of Christ in our words and actions.  
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Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Loving Lord, work in us during this Advent season so that our joy may be genuine and 
may rest in the promises of the King who comes to save. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 

Offering 

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her 
members. If you are not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel 
obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure to serve you 
with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 

 

Give In person The offering is collected during each service. 

 
Give with the App 

 
Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. Search 
near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 

 

Give Online 

 

Oursaviorgrafton.org/give 

 

 
 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

Preface CW 183 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose 
way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus 
as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us 
from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal 
life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and 
glory. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. 
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
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Distribution 

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in 
our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.  
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full 
doctrinal agreement among those who commune.  For this reason, we ask that only members of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today.  If you have any 
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service. 

Draw Near and Take the Body of Your Lord CW 661 

Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 
in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
Be seated 
 

In Holy Conversation CW 722 
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