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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Today’s Focus:  Come Lord Jesus, as we prepare our hearts for you. 

Stewardship from God's Word:  Luke 1:39-55 
When the God of salvation acts, his people respond with praise and thanksgiving. When 
Elizabeth greeted Mary as the mother of the promised Savior of the world, Mary did 
what comes naturally to Christians who are impressed with the Lord’s love and 
faithfulness—she glorified the Lord. Keep that response in mind and heart as you ponder 
the Christ-filled manger. Here is God’s greatest gift to you! How will you thank him? 
 
 
Welcome! 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Presiding: Jonathan Fischer 
Organist: Charissa Breitkreutz 
Cantors Deanna Edwards and Kennedy Altendorf 

 
 

The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 
 
 

  

Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Principal: Philip Krueger pkrueger@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad oslcs@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug osls@oursaviorgrafton.org 

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363 
School 262-377-7780 
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This week, four candles on the Advent wreath are lit.  The fourth candle is called the Angel candle,  
or the Love candle.  This candle reminds us how God revealed his love to us as he fulfills his promise 
of a Savior. 

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 

Stand 
 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession CW 188 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, and make us 
ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you 
always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Micah 5:2–5a 
2“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
 though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
out of you will come for me 
 one who will be ruler over Israel, 
whose origins are from of old, 
 from ancient times.” 
3Therefore Israel will be abandoned 
 until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 
and the rest of his brothers return 
 to join the Israelites. 
4He will stand and shepherd his flock 
 in the strength of the LORD, 
 in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they will live securely, for then his greatness 
 will reach to the ends of the earth. 
5And he will be our peace 

 The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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85C The LORD Has Long Looked with Favor Psalm 85C 
Cantors will sing the verses, the congregation is invited to sing the refrain. 
 

 
 

1 The LORD has long looked with favor 
    upon the chosen land; 
to Jacob’s heirs, the wealth of earth 
    is lavished in their hand. 
The captive chains of servitude 
    are loosed, the slaves are free; 
and through God’s grace, the bonds of sin 
    give way to liberty. (Refrain) 

 

2 Restore to us salvation, LORD, 
    let your displeasure cease; 
and still the pow’r of your own wrath 
    with gentle winds of peace. 
My humble heart the still small voice 
    of your great love attend; 
the faithful, you from death redeem, 
    the fearful you defend. (Refrain) 

 

3 Your steadfast love and faithful ways 
    will meet us face to face; 
the arm of justice, mercy sways; 
    the righteous, truth embrace. 
May wisdom dwell in human law, 
    and justice, courts display; 
let righteous ways precede your steps, 
    and guide us on our way. (Refrain) 
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Second Reading Hebrews 10:5–10 
 5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said: 

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, 
 but a body you prepared for me; 
6with burnt offerings and sin offerings 
 you were not pleased. 
7Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll— 
 I have come to do your will, my God.’ ” 

8First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not 
desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered in accordance with 
the law. 9Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to 
establish the second. 10And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23 
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Gospel Luke 1:39–55 

 39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 
40where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises 
to her!” 
 46And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48for he has been mindful 
 of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me— 
 holy is his name. 
50His mercy extends to those who fear him, 
 from generation to generation. 
51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
 he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
 but has lifted up the humble. 
53He has filled the hungry with good things 
 but has sent the rich away empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel, 
 remembering to be merciful 
55to Abraham and his descendants forever, 
 just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 

Sermon  Micah 5:2–5a 
Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  

Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your promise to 
send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through your prophets of 
old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the advent of their Savior. 
We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to destroy 
the works of the devil. 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shatter our 
pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven  
is near.” 
  

You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. 
Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In 
these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of 
commercialism. 
Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 
  

Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see your Son 
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 
 

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all 
who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless… here name the person and 
the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the 
mourners who miss someone they loved. 
Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 
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Offering 

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a 
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure 
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 
 

Give In person The offering is collected during each service. 

 
Give with the App 

 
Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. Search 
near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 

 

Give Online 

 

Oursaviorgrafton.org/give 

 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333 

 
Stand 

Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. 
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever, 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



14 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be Seated 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus CW 322 
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