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First Sunday After Christmas

Today’s Focus: Jesus comes as a light in the darkness as he becomes just like us in every
way, yet remains without sin.

Stewardship from God's Word: Isaiah 50:4-9

The appearance of the Savior into the world was celebrated and announced by a host of
heavenly angels that filled the sky. How glorious! And yet the work he came to do meant
total submission to the will of his heavenly Father. How humbling! He came to humble
himself all the way to death on the cross. Love for the Savior who gave up everything for
us moves us to offer everything for him.

Welcome!
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Angels We Have Heard on High CW 346

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the

Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

A Glory Fills the Midnight Sky
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to take upon himself our human
nature. By his gracious coming, deliver us from the corruption of our sin, and transform
us into the likeness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9

4The Sovereign LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue,
to know the word that sustains the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.
5The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears;
I have not been rebellious,
[ have not turned away.
°I offered my back to those who beat me,
my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard;
I did not hide my face
from mocking and spitting.
"Because the Sovereign LORD helps me,
[ will not be disgraced.
Therefore have I set my face like flint,
and [ know I will not be put to shame.
8He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me?
Let us face each other!
Who is my accuser?
Let him confront me!
oIt is the Sovereign LORD who helps me.
Who will condemn me?
They will all wear out like a garment;
the moths will eat them up.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



84A How Lovely Psalm 84A

Second Reading Hebrews 2:10-18

°In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and
through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through what he suffered. "Both the one who makes people holy and those who are
made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and
sisters. *He says,

“I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters;
in the assembly I will sing your praises.”

BAnd again,
“I will put my trust in him.”
And again he says,
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.”

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by
his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the
devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. *For
surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 7For this reason he had to be
made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of
the people. ®Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those
who are being tempted.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 2:30,31
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Gospel Luke 2:41-52

#Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. ¥*When
he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. BAfter the
festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. “Thinking he was in their company, they
traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends.
When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. “After three
days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions. 4’Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding
and his answers. ¥*When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to
him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously
searching for you.”

49“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my
Father’s house?” 5°But they did not understand what he was saying to them.



>Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his
mother treasured all these things in her heart. 5>And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and man.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Let All Together Praise Our God CW 355
Sermon John 1:1-9, 14

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
*He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. ®He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.

9The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

““The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Stand
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:

Give In person | The offering is collected during each service.

Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. Search

Give with the A
PP | near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online | Oursaviorgrafton.org/give
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Love Has Come CW 364

Stand

Prayer

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever,

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Go, Tell It on the Mountain CW 361
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