


Fourth Sunday After Epiphany

Today’s Focus: We love the feeling of success. We like having plenty of friends. We
strive for acknowledgment in the workplace. Sometimes, we let our bank accounts
define us. Now it isn’t wrong to be successful in this world, but all those things
previously mentioned aren't true success. So, what is true success in God’s eyes?
Proclaiming His Word to the whole world.

Stewardship from God's Word: Luke 4:38-44

Two responses are noteworthy in this lesson. When Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law,
what did she do? She immediately began to serve. When people came to Jesus with their
needs, what did Jesus do? He served them, probably well into the night. Jesus has
brought us the spiritual healing of the forgiveness of sins. What do we do? Like Peter’s
mother-in-law and Jesus, we respond with service. We serve the needs of others in
whatever way we can, using the material gifts and spiritual talents he has given us.

Welcome!
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Christ Alone the World’s Redeemer CW 878

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 188

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all our
dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and defend us;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10

4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,

>“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart;
[ appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

®“Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.”

7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘[ am too young.” You must go to everyone |
send you to and say whatever I command you. ®Do not be afraid of them, for [ am with
you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD.

9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have
put my words in your mouth. °See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to
uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

71A God Is My Strong Salvation Psalm 71A
Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, »and how from infancy you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith
in Christ Jesus. '®All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, 7so that the servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.

'In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and
in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: *Preach the word; be
prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great
patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will come when people will not put up
with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a
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great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. “They will turn
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, keep your head in all
situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your

ministry.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Luke 4:43
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Gospel Luke 4:38-44

3FJesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s mother-in-law
was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help her. 39So he bent over her
and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.

4°At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and
laying his hands on each one, he healed them. “Moreover, demons came out of many
people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow
them to speak, because they knew he was the Messiah.

At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and
when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. But he
said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also,
because that is why I was sent.” “And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

O Christians, Haste CW 901

Sermon



Stand
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on
which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand
in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion,
and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your
promises and our desire to live according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers

who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate
and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days.
Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant
thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in the public
ministry of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all
who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the person
and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the
mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer
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Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us
patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a

member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:

Give In person | The offering is collected during each service.

Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. Search

Give with the A
PP | near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online | Oursaviorgrafton.org/give

The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 199

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

12



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace
and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your

holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the
crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son
to redeem us from sin.

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and
made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those
under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins,
increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when
Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to
you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Lamb of God
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Be seated
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Distribution

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in
our congregation. This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full
doctrinal agreement among those who commune. For this reason, we ask that only members of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today. If you have any
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service.

I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to
share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and
peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated
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Preserve Your Word, O Savior CW 874
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