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Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Today’s Focus:  God our Father seeks to save his children who are lost. 

Stewardship from God's Word:  Isaiah 43:16-21  
The Old Testament Israelites could have been bitter about being slaves for almost 400 
years, but the Lord wanted them to forget past suffering, and recall how he saved them. 
Much later, Jesus came to save them from the damnation their sins deserved. Today, no 
matter how dark the road we have traveled, the same God who delivered the Israelites is 
the God who blesses us with grace multiplied by grace! What a reason to worship and 
praise him with our time, talents, and financial gifts. 
 
Welcome! 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

Presiding: Peter Christie 
Organist: Bob Klug 
  

 
The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 

 
 

  

Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Principal: Philip Krueger pkrueger@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad oslcs@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug osls@oursaviorgrafton.org 

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363 
School 262-377-7780 



3 
 

The Lamb CW 525 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, by your great goodness, mercifully look upon your people that we may be 
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 43:16–21 
16This is what the LORD says— 
 he who made a way through the sea, 
 a path through the mighty waters, 
17who drew out the chariots and horses, 
 the army and reinforcements together, 
and they lay there, never to rise again, 
 extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
18“Forget the former things; 
 do not dwell on the past. 
19See, I am doing a new thing! 
 Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
 and streams in the wasteland. 
20The wild animals honor me, 
 the jackals and the owls, 
because I provide water in the wilderness 
 and streams in the wasteland, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
 21the people I formed for myself 
 that they may proclaim my praise. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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In Sweet Communion, Lord, with You Psalm 73D 

 

 

 

Second Reading Philippians 3:4b–14 

 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, persecuting the church; 
as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 
 7But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may 
gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from 
God on the basis of faith. 10I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 



8 
 

 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13Brothers and 
sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 118:22 

 

 

Gospel Luke 20:9–19 

 9He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to 
some farmers and went away for a long time. 10At harvest time he sent a servant to the 
tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat 
him and sent him away empty-handed. 11He sent another servant, but that one also they 
beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. 12He sent still a third, and 
they wounded him and threw him out. 
 13“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, whom I 
love; perhaps they will respect him.’ 
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 14“But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they 
said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15So they threw him out of the 
vineyard and killed him. 
  “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and kill those 
tenants and give the vineyard to others.” 
 When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” 
 17Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is 
written: 

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected 
  has become the cornerstone’? 

18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will 
be crushed.” 
 19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him 
immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were 
afraid of the people. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth CW 571 

Sermon  Luke 15:1-10 

Jesus Never Stops Searching for the Lost 
 
Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon. 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place. 
  
Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of 
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the 
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 
Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 
  
Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow 
and love toward all may increase. 
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 
  
Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in 
lives of faith. 
Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly 
walks of life. 
  
Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. 
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 
  
Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and 
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is 
difficult or dangerous. 
Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 
  
Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the 
person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 
faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
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We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest 
from their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 
Keep us in the true faith and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 
  
Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 
Amen. 
 
Offering 
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a 
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure 
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 

 

Give In person The offering is collected during each service. 

 
Give with the App 

 
Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app. Search 
near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 

 

Give Online 

 

Oursaviorgrafton.org/give 

 

 
 
 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

Preface CW 165 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be 
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all 
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 
on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 
  
As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, 
we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

Distribution 

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in 
our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.  
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full 
doctrinal agreement among those who commune.  For this reason, we ask that only members of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today.  If you have any 
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service. 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness CW 663 
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Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

Fight the Good Fight CW 876 
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