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175" Anniversary Service

Today’s Focus: Over 500 years ago, Lutheran Christians were under tremendous
pressure. They were forced to defend themselves on battlefields both metaphorical and
literal. But they took comfort that Christ himself was by their side upon the plain with
his good gifts and Spirit.

Just 175 years ago, the Lutheran Christians who founded WELS were also under
tremendous pressure. The pressure continues today with opposition to the truths of the
Word of God. But we take comfort that Christ is with us in Word and sacrament, and we
move forward with the promise of his presence.

Stewardship from God's Word: John 8:31-36

We often forget that we are, by nature, slaves to sin. That slavery rears its ugly head each
day as we fool ourselves into believing that we are in control of our lives and are not
actually slaves. Remaining in Jesus’ words convinces us of the truth: we are slaves to sin,
but Jesus has set us free. Only with this understanding are we able to freely serve Jesus
and give him our best in every aspect of our lives—time, talents, and treasures.

Welcome!

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Presiding: Jonathan Fischer
Organist: Bob Klug
Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org
Principal: Philip Krueger pkrueger@oursaviorgrafton.org
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad oslcs@oursaviorgrafton.org
School Office: Jill Klug osls@oursaviorgrafton.org

The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home.

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI
OurSaviorGrafton.org

Our Savior Church 262-377-6363

LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL School 262_377_7780



Not unto Us CW 582

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to
seek him in his temple.

Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an
idol or swear by what is false.

The Lord looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any who
understand, any who seek God. All have turned aside, they have together become
corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to
your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my
sin is always before me.

Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is
the man whose sin the Lord does not count against him.

I will exalt you, O Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths; O Lord my God, I
called to you for help and you healed me.

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea.
The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Sing to the Lord, you saints of his; praise his holy name. For his anger lasts only a
moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime.
Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of his saints.
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Glory Be to God on High
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Lord, keep your household, the church, in continual godliness. Even as you have been
with us in WELS for 175 years, continue to bless us with your presence through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated

Anthem

At the 10:30 a.m. service, the school children will sing, “God So Loved the World.”

First Reading Joshua 4:1-9

"When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua,
*Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3and tell them to take
up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are
standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay
tonight.”

4So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one
from each tribe, Sand said to them, “Go over before the ark of the LORD your God into
the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to
the number of the tribes of the Israelites, °to serve as a sign among you. In the future,
when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7tell them that the flow of the
Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed the
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the
people of Israel forever.”



8So the Israelites did as Joshua commanded them. They took twelve stones from the
middle of the Jordan, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD
had told Joshua; and they carried them over with them to their camp, where they put
them down. ®Joshua set up the twelve stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at
the spot where the priests who carried the ark of the covenant had stood. And they are
there to this day.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

46A The LORD Almighty Is with Us Psalm 46A
Second Reading Revelation 3:7-13

7“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:

These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he
opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. See, I
have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little
strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. °I will make those
who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not, but are
liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have
loved you. °Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you
from the hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of
the earth.

"I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.
“The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will
they leave it. I will write on them the name of my God and the name of the city of my
God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will
also write on them my new name. 3Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says
to the churches.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage CW 640

Stand

Gospel John 8:31-36

3To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are
really my disciples. 3*Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

3They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of
anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”

34Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 3Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 3So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 863

Sermon

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon.



Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Brief'intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Gracious God, the blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, has redeemed us from sin, and

the work of your Spirit in our hearts has brought us to faith. According to your promise,
preserve us in faith through your Word and sacraments. Accept our humble thanks

for these rich blessings, and help us to rejoice in them and use them faithfully. Lord,

in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Gracious God, you have brought us together in a church body in which your Word is
proclaimed faithfully, the message of reconciliation through Christ is the central focus of
ministry, and the mission is to reach the lost and strengthen the saved. For this gift of
your grace, we give you thanks. Work in us by your Holy Spirit to rekindle our zeal for
the work you have set before us. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, you have given us opportunities to proclaim your Word in our nation and
throughout the world. Move the hearts of more young people to prepare for the teaching
and preaching ministry. Help us view them as your precious gifts. Bless the work of our
schools that prepare them for ministry and provide the opportunities for them to serve
in your kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, you have brought us together as a church body that we may proclaim
your praise. Inspire us by your grace to let our light shine so that more people may be led
to glorify you. Forgive us when we fall short of living and working together as your
people. Renew in us a godly determination to serve you and one another in love. Lord,

in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious Lord, you have preserved our synod and blessed its ministry for the past 175
years. We thank you for the faithful ministers of the gospel throughout our history who
have taught your truth and proclaimed your Word. Bless us in the future as you have in
the past so that our synod, its congregations, and each of us may boldly confess your
name for the salvation of precious souls. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer
Hear us, help us, and hold your guiding hand over us that in all our service your saving

name may be glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.
Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,

search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head CW 861

Stand
Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word CW 862
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