Remain seated

Advent Midweek Service
Prayer at the Close of Day
December 18, 2025
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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Creator of the Stars of Night
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Confession CW 226

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for personal reflection

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
in our thoughts,
in our words,
in our deeds,
and in all that we have not done.
Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Deliver and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,
and in him we are forgiven.

Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,
when we shall serve him in newness of life.

Amen.



74A Remember Your Mercy, O LORD

Refrain

Psalm 74A
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O God, why have you rejected us for- / ever?

Why does your anger smolder against the sheep of your / pasture?
Remember the nation you purchased / long ago,

the people of your inheritance, whom you redeemed—Mount Zion, / where you dwelt.
Turn your steps toward these everlasting / ruins,

all this destruction the enemy has brought on the sanctu- / ary. Refrain

But God is my King from / long ago;
he brings salvation / on the earth.
It was you who set all the boundaries / of the earth;
you made both summer and / winter.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain



Reading

Jude 17-21

But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They
said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires.” These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do
not have the Spirit.

But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in
the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to bring you to eternal life.
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Lessons from Genesis

Reading Genesis 11:1-26

'Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. *As people moved
eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.

3They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They
used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar. “Then they said, “Come, let us build
ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name
for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over the face of the whole earth.”

5But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. °The
LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then
nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and confuse
their language so they will not understand each other.”

8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building
the city. 9That is why it was called Babel—because there the LORD confused the language
of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole
earth.

°This is the account of Shem’s family line.

Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the father of
Arphaxad. "And after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived 500 years and had
other sons and daughters.

“When Arphaxad had lived 35 years, he became the father of Shelah. 3And after he
became the father of Shelah, Arphaxad lived 403 years and had other sons and
daughters.

“When Shelah had lived 30 years, he became the father of Eber. >And after he became
the father of Eber, Shelah lived 403 years and had other sons and daughters.

®When Eber had lived 34 years, he became the father of Peleg. 7And after he became
the father of Peleg, Eber lived 430 years and had other sons and daughters.

8When Peleg had lived 30 years, he became the father of Reu. And after he became
the father of Reu, Peleg lived 209 years and had other sons and daughters.

**When Reu had lived 32 years, he became the father of Serug. *And after he became
the father of Serug, Reu lived 207 years and had other sons and daughters.

>*When Serug had lived 30 years, he became the father of Nahor. 2And after he
became the father of Nahor, Serug lived 200 years and had other sons and daughters.



>4When Nahor had lived 29 years, he became the father of Terah. *>And after he

became the father of Terah, Nahor lived 119 years and had other sons and daughters.
*After Terah had lived 70 years, he became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran.

Commentary

Space is provided for you to take notes.
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Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:
Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.
Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.
Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.
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One or more of the following prayers are spoken or sung:
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Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who watch or work or weep this night, and give your

angels charge over those who / sleep.* Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, pity the
afflicted, soothe the suffering, bless the dying—and all for your love’s / sake;
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Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your
celestial / brightness,* that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy / name;
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Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the 4 Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us
and keep us.
Amen.
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