Remain seated

Advent Midweek Service
Prayer at the Close of Day
December 4, 2025
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It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
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What Hope! An Eden Prophesied
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Confession

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for personal reflection

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you

in our thoughts,

in our words,

in our deeds,

and in all that we have not done.
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Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Deliver and restore us,
that we may rest in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ,

and in him we are forgiven.
Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun,
when we shall serve him in newness of life.
Amen.
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Reading

Jude 17-21
But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They

said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly
desires.” These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do
not have the Spirit.

But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in

the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ to bring you to eternal life.

The following response is sung or spoken:
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Lessons from Genesis

Genesis 4:1-16

Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She
said, “With the help of the Lord I have brought forth a man.” Later she gave birth to his
brother Abel.

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of time Cain brought
some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord. And Abel also brought an
offering—fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor
on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain
was very angry, and his face was downcast.

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? If you do
what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is
crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the
field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?”

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

The Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me
from the ground. Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened
its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand. When you work the ground, it
will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.”

Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is more than I can bear. Today you are driving
me from the land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer
on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.”



But the Lord said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven
times over.” Then the Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill
him. So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of

Eden.
Commentary
Space is provided for you to take notes.
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Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a

member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure

to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:
Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.
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Hear my prayer, O Lord;
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when I a-wake, your pres-ence will give me joy.

One or more of the following prayers are spoken or sung:
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Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent hours of this / night,* so
that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this fleeting world may rest in
your eternal / changelessness;



)  —

) - i \ T uem— f \ - —
| | | | | | IR | |
g @& [ D o o o
Y] | — ©
through Je-sus Christ our  Lord. A - men.

O Lord, support us all day long, till the shadows lengthen and the evening comes and the
busy world is hushed and the fever of life is over and our work is / done.* Then, in your
mercy, grant us a safe lodging and a holy rest and peace at the / last;
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Let us praise the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Blessing

The almighty and merciful Lord—the Father, the 4 Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless us
and keep us.
Amen.
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