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Second Sunday in Lent 

Theme: Exactly What I Need: Faith 
I recognize that I need to be saved. When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of 
God,” that included me. I do not deserve God’s blessing. But long ago, God declared that 
I would be blessed by a descendant of Abraham who turned out to be Jesus. The blessing 
is salvation. I receive that salvation by faith in Jesus as my Savior. The good news is that 
faith is also God’s gift, imparted to me through the gospel. 
 
Stewardship from God's Word: Genesis 12:1-8 
Abram displayed great faith in God. He packed up his family, belongings, left behind his 
way of life, and set out for an unknown land the Lord would show him. This Spirit-given 
faith in God’s promises emboldened Abram to follow him. Likewise, our Spirit-given 
faith in God’s promises empowers us to wisely use blessings he gives us. We don’t know 
what the outcome of our stewardship will be, but by faith we trust God will use it as a 
blessing for us and his kingdom. 
 
Welcome! 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

Presiding: Jonathan Fischer 
Preaching Noah Cook 
Organist: Bob Klug 
  

 
The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 
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Christ Alone the World’s Redeemer CW 878 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The canticle, “Glory be to God,” is omitted during the season of Lent to mark the solemn 
nature of the season. 
 
 

The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all 



evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Be seated 

First Reading Genesis 12:1–8 

 1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, 
 and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
 and you will be a blessing. 
3I will bless those who bless you, 
 and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
 will be blessed through you.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew 
Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in 
Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
 6Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 
Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to Abram 
and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, 
who had appeared to him. 
 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on 
the name of the LORD. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



121B We Lift Our Eyes unto the Hills Psalm 121B 

 

 

 
 

Second Reading Romans 4:1–5,13–17 

 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 
discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something 
to boast about—but not before God. 3What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
 4Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their 
faith is credited as righteousness. 
 13It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that 
he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if 
those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is 



worthless, 15because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to 
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have 
made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation John 3:16 

 

 
  



Gospel John 3:1–17 

 1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 
ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 
God were not with him.” 
 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.” 
 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth 
to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 
or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11Very 
truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still 
you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you 
do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever 
gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as 
Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that 
everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 
 



God Loved the World So That He Gave CW 570 

Sermon  
He Made You What You Were Not! 
• He Gave You The Promise. 
• He Gave You His Righteousness. 

 

Space is provided below for you to take notes during the sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
Stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with 
a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 
other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 
make them a blessing to others. 
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 
defend those who cannot defend themselves. 
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed 
to all. 



Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour 
out your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give 
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
 

Offering 
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a 
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure 
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 
 

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service. 
 

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,  
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 
 

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give. 
 
During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.  
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online:                                           

  



The Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface CW 183 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us 
from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal 
life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace 
and glory. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. 
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

Distribution 

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in 
our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.  
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full 
doctrinal agreement among those who commune.  For this reason, we ask that only members of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today.  If you have any 
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service. 
 

Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness CW 573 

 
  



Stand 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 
in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

God Loves Me Dearly CW 583 
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