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Third Sunday in Lent

Theme: Exactly What | Need: Water

I recognize my deep spiritual thirst. I long for a good relationship with God and for
everlasting life. I am tempted to satisfy that deep thirst with worldly things, a strategy
doomed to failure. I realize that my thirst is satisfied only by the one who said, “Whoever
drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” Jesus meets my greatest need.

Stewardship from God's Word: John 4:5-26

Jesus’ contrast between thirst and water to the Samaritan woman is a powerful
illustration. We know what it’s like to be thirsty and be quenched by water. The Holy
Spirit enables us to recognize the spiritual ‘thirst’ of sin. We ask God to move us to drink
from the water of life our Savior provides, so we never thirst again. Just as the woman
became a witness for Christ, we give freely from what we have been given. Regular, joyful
offerings flow out of forgiveness in Jesus. This stewardship can bring the water of life to
others.
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Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

CW 708

CW 154

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in

the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

The canticle, “Glory be to God,” is omitted during the season of Lent to mark the solemn
nature of the season.

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray
from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to
embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Be seated

What a Friend! Arr. Price/Besig

Anthem sung by the choir.

When you feel discouraged, when you're lost and alone, ask the Lord to help you, he will
claim you as his own. If you need to find an answer, he will hear your silent prayer.
Anywhere life leads you, you will find him always there.

When your life seems empty, let him take your hand. He will not forsake you; he will help
you understand. With a heart that’s always open, with a love that has no end.
He will stand beside us, he’s our Master and our Friend.

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer!

What a friend we have in Jesus, he is always at our side.

O what joy and peace it brings us when we know that he will be our guide.
You must follow everywhere he leads you; he will never let you stray.
What a friend we have in Jesus, won't you give your heart to him today.



First Reading Exodus 17:1-7

"The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to
place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for
the people to drink. >So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”

Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?”

3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They
said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock
die of thirst?”

4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They are
almost ready to stone me.”

5The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the
elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I
will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come
out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel.
7And he called the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and
because they tested the LORD saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



95C Come, Let Us Praise the LORD
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Second Reading Romans 5:1-8

"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, *through whom we have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so,
but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; *perseverance, character; and character, hope. >And hope does not put us
to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who has been given to us.

®You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person
someone might possibly dare to die. ®But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 4:13,14

0
Y
y !

BN
A\ 1

Vg

L
QL

I

|
= O
1%

Glo - ry, praise, and hon - or to you, Lord Je - sus Christ.
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but whoever drinks the water I give them will nev - er  thirst.”
Gospel John 4:5-26

550 he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. ¢Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the
journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.

"When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a
drink?” (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)

9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How
can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

“Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

"“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where
can you get this living water? *Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”



BJesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, *but whoever
drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

5The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that [ won't get thirsty and have
to keep coming here to draw water.”

®He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”

'7“ have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. ®*The fact is, you
have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have
just said is quite true.”

19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 2°Our ancestors worshiped
on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem.”

*“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. >*You Samaritans worship what you do
not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 3Yet a time is
coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. >#God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

»The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes,
he will explain everything to us.”

*Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say CW 703
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Sermon John 4:5-26

Space is provided below for you to take notes during the sermon.

Stand
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
11



Prayer of the Church

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by
his obedient death on the cross.
We confess that without your love we are lost.

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our
eyes fixed on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger
or the cost.

Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and
persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who
stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a
high price for their faith and values as Christians.

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill,
the depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those
victimized by war and injustice. [We pray especially for...here name the person and the
cause of the petition.] Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their
comfort and hope.

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses;
social workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and
stand beside the dying.

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in
doing good.

Hear us as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the
point of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege cnd p/eosure
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: B3

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.
During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online:

Glorious Things of You Are Spoken CW 857
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Stand

Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me CW 839
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