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Sixth Sunday of Easter

Today’s Focus: He lives to call me to live for him.

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would be tempted to live only for myself. After all, I
have to be in good shape before I can be of help to anyone else, right? I think I know
what’s right for me, and I can identify when other people are standing in the way of my
self-improvement. If Jesus is dead, I don’t have to worry about what he said or what he
thinks.

But he lives, and it makes a difference. He takes care of my basic needs. He promises to
do more for me than I can imagine. He puts people into my life so I can help them. Now
I live for him.

Stewardship from God’s Word: John 14:15-21

We are moved by Jesus’ love to make the most of the time, talents, and financial
resources given to us. To help us, the Lord does not leave us to ourselves; the Holy Spirit
works in and through us. How do you see yourself, evaluating and then putting into
practice the various gifts God has given to you, not just for your personal interests but
also for others? Because he lives, we too shall live. God help us expand who is included in
the “we too shall live” category.

Welcome!

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Presiding: Ronny Nguyen

Organist: Charissa Breitkreutz
Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad church@oursaviorgrafton.org
School Office: Jill Klug school@oursaviorgrafton.org

The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home.

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus CW 606

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy W 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long
for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Acts 17:22-31

>*Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see
that in every way you are very religious. »For as | walked around and looked carefully at
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god.
So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what [ am going to
proclaim to you.

*4“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth
and does not live in temples built by human hands. *>And he is not served by human
hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and
everything else. >°From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the
whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of
their lands. *?God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him
and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. **For in him we live and move and
have our being.” As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

»9“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is
like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 3>°In the past God
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 3For
he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.
He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



66C Let All the Earth Sing Out Psalm 66C

Refrain
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Shout for joy to God, / all the earth!

Sing the glory of his name; make his praise / glorious.
Praise our God, all / peoples,

let the sound of his / praise be heard;
he has pre- / served our lives

and kept our feet from / slipping. Refrain

Come and hear, all you who / fear God;
let me tell you what he has / done for me.
If I had cherished sin / in my heart,
the Lord would not have / listened;
but God has surely / listened
and has / heard my prayer.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain



Second Reading 1Peter 3:13-22

BWho is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? “But even if you should suffer
for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” >But
in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
1®keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 7For it is better, if it is God’s will, to
suffer for doing good than for doing evil. ®For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but
made alive in the Spirit. “After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the
imprisoned spirits— *°to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight
in all, were saved through water, *and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, >?>who has gone into heaven and is at
God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Gospel Acclamation John 14:15,16
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Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia, al - le - lu - ia.

If you love me, keep my com - mands.

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help  you.

Gospel John 14:15-21

5“If you love me, keep my commands. '®°And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— "the Spirit of truth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you. *I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
YBefore long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you
also will live. >°On that day you will realize that [ am in my Father, and you are in me,
and [ am in you. *Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.
The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show

myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 stanzas 1-6

Sermon 1Peter 3:13-22

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon.

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 stanzas 7-10
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Prayer of the Church

Eternal God, in the beauty of Eden you created a man and a woman and brought them
together in marriage. You enabled them to be fruitful and increase in number and so
you established the family. Help us to see in your creating wisdom your love for parents
and children.

Move us to be thankful for mothers and fathers and for all the blessings you
bring to our homes.

Today we remember the mothers who loved us even before we were born, who endured
the trauma of childbirth, and who cared for us when we could not care for ourselves. On
this day and on other days cause us to recall the hours they spent and the sacrifices they
made so that we could be content and carefree as we grew up.

Lead us to express our thanks and return the love our mothers showed to us.

We cannot thank you enough for mothers and fathers, too, who brought us to Holy
Baptism, taught us simple prayers at mealtime, and read us Bible stories at bedtime.
Forgive us for resenting their correction and ignoring their guidance as they desired to
keep us on the narrow path of life with Christ.

Never let us forget the Christian training they gave to us.

We remember with compassion the mothers who were not always able to reflect your
love in our lives. Help us understand the pressures they carried and the sadness they
experienced. Take away unhappy memories and rid us of resentment.

Lead us to forgive them as you have forgiven us.

We confess our failures to hold our parents in love. For the naughtiness of childhood,
the flare-ups of youth, the overconfidence of adulthood, and for all the words and
actions spoken in haste and to hurt, we ask you and our parents for pardon.

Give us courage to make up for past sins when we can.

As their minds and bodies age, help us to support our parents as well as we can.

Give us patience to accept their struggles for independence and strength to deal with
their weaknesses. Enable us to keep them mindful of Jesus and his promises of a perfect
life in heaven.

As they brought us to your Word, so lead us to keep them close to your Word.
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Keep in your care all the mothers of our world. Comfort mothers who have been
separated from their children. Give strength to mothers who care for children who are
sick or troubled. Encourage mothers in societies where mothering is disrespected or
discouraged. We pray especially for those who long to be mothers but have not

been so blessed.

We pray you to preserve and protect the blessed task of motherhood.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer.

So many women have influenced our lives. Lead us to think about their wisdom,
compassion, patience, and encouragement and give us opportunities to say thank you
when we can. Help us imitate their care for us as we work and play with children and
young adults.

Strengthen us to love others as Jesus loved us. Amen.

Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a

member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure

to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew. . .
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online: @é‘ 0]
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We Have a Gospel to Proclaim CW 741

Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear
them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by
your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow CW 617
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