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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

Today’s Focus: Christian live as wheat among the weeds

The wheat that grows in the Middle East is a variety that looks much like wild grass or
weeds. It is difficult to tell wheat and weeds apart until shortly before harvest time, when
the wheat stalks develop a head containing the kernels of grain. Pulling the weeds out of
a wheat field could lead to accidentally pulling up a fair amount of wheat. People need to
wait for the harvest to separate wheat from weeds.

Jesus uses that image to illustrate life this side of heaven. What makes Christians
different? They are wheat planted by the Lord. Unbelieving evildoers are pictured as
weeds. We might want God to take care of evil now, pulling up all the weeds. But he tells
us to wait for the harvest of judgment day. So we live as wheat among weeds, being
faithful, fruitful, and mindful of the coming harvest.

Stewardship from God’s Word: Isaiah 44:6-11

The Lord reminds us that he is God, the only God. There is none other. Only he created
all things. Only he saves from sin. How foolish and futile it is for us to place our trust in
anyone or anything other than him. To do so is idolatry, a sin for which we must repent
and receive forgiveness in Jesus. May we look on all that God has given us as wonderful
blessings to use for his honor and service.

Welcome!
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How Great Thou Art

In the name of the Father and of the -4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Recognition of a Private Baptism:

At the 10:30 service, the private baptism of Olina Sauer will be recognized.

Stand

Confession

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.

CW 612

CW 154

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of
your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you
in perfect joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading

%“This is what the LORD says—
Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty:
I am the first and I am the last;
apart from me there is no God.
"Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and lay out before me
what has happened since I established my ancient people,
and what is yet to come—
yes, let them foretell what will come.
8Do not tremble, do not be afraid.
Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me?
No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.”

9All who make idols are nothing,
and the things they treasure are worthless.
Those who would speak up for them are blind;
they are ignorant, to their own shame.
“Who shapes a god and casts an idol,
which can profit nothing?
"People who do that will be put to shame;
such craftsmen are only human beings.
Let them all come together and take their stand;
they will be brought down to terror and shame.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Isaiah 44:6-11



19C Lord, You Have the Words of Everlasting Life Psalm 19C
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The heavens declare the glo- / ry of God;

the skies proclaim the work / of his hands.
Their voice goes out into / all the earth,

their words to the ends / of the world.  Refrain
The law of the LORD is / perfect,

refresh- / ing the soul.
The commands of the LORD are / radiant,

giving light / to the eyes.
They are more pre- / cious than gold;

they are sweeter than / honey. Refrain

May these words of my mouth and this meditation / of my heart
be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my rock and my Re- / deemer.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain



Second Reading Romans 1:18-25

®The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be
known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. **For since
the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that
people are without excuse.

*For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. **Although
they claimed to be wise, they became fools *and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and
reptiles.

*4Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity
for the degrading of their bodies with one another. »They exchanged the truth about
God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is
forever praised. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Lord’s My Shepherd

Sung by the vocal trio.



Stand

Gospel Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

*4Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed
good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and went away. **When the wheat sprouted and formed heads,
then the weeds also appeared.

*7“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your
field? Where then did the weeds come from?’

8 ‘An enemy did this, he replied.

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’

29“ ‘No,” he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the
wheat with them. 3°Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the
harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the
wheat and bring it into my barn.””

3Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”

37He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 3*The field is the
world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the
people of the evil one, 3%and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.

4°“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age.
#“The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom
everything that causes sin and all who do evil. #¥They will throw them into the blazing
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ¥Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Come, You Thankful People, Come CW 491



Sermon Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon.

Stand
Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Prayer of the Church

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of
your Son, through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the
Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace.

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives.

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow
and love toward all may increase.
Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world.

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in
lives of faith.

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly
walks of life.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and

judge our laws.
Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil.
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Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and
science, the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is
difficult or dangerous.

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task.

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . . here name the

person and the cause of the petition]. Remember those who suffer persecution for the

faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near.
Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest

from their labors, [especially . . . here name the person]. Console those who are mourning
or living with sadness.
Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven.

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again.
Amen.

Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:
Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew. . .
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online: @é‘ .|@
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The Sacrament

Stand
Preface CW 165

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be
our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all
things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands
on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us
together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and
strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him,
we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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Be seated
Distribution

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in
our congregation. This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full
doctrinal agreement among those who commune. For this reason, we ask that only members of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today. If you have any
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service.

Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide CW 641
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray W 873
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