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Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

Today’s Focus: Christians Seek Spiritual Wealth 
What do you consider your life’s top priorities? Many people start with family and 
friends. Financial security and health follow closely. Reputation and recreation make the 
cut. How about faith? Is it the top priority? What if other priorities must be sacrificed to 
keep faith the top priority? 
 
The Bible helps Christians keep worldly wealth in perspective. It can buy the things of 
this world, things that rust and decay, but there is something more valuable. True wealth 
is spiritual wealth. It can be found only in God and his eternal blessings for us in Christ. 
 

Stewardship from God’s Word: 1 Kings 3:5-12 
Solomon had a “golden opportunity” when God instructed him to ask for whatever he 
wanted as king. How would you respond? Some might ask for financial security, a good 
family, long life, or position of power. Solomon asked for wisdom and a discerning heart, 
so he could govern God’s people well. A discerning heart is also a great blessing for 
Christian stewards, because it helps us recognize that all of life and its resources belong 
to God to be used for his purposes. 
 
Welcome! 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
 

Presiding: Pastor Samelson 
Organist/Pianist: Charissa Breitkreutz 
  

 
The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 

 
 

Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad church@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug school@oursaviorgrafton.org 

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363     
School 262-377-7780 
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O Worship the King CW 620 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to  
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us 
the full measure of your grace that we may obtain your promises and become partakers 
of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

First Reading 1 Kings 3:5–12 

 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, 
“Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 
 6Solomon answered, “You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, 
because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued 
this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 
 7“Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. 
But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 8Your servant is 
here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or 
number. 9So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to 
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people  
of yours?” 
 10The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11So God said to him, “Since 
you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the 
death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 12I will do what you 
have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been 
anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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63D O God, in This Desert I Thirst for You Psalm 63D 

 

 

 

 
 
 



9 

Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:17–21 

 17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 
their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18Command them to do good, to be rich 
in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life. 
 20Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless 
chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called knowledge, 21which some have 
professed and in so doing have departed from the faith. 
 Grace be with you all. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 3:1,2 
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Gospel Matthew 13:44–52 

 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he 
hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 
 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46When he 
found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
 47“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. 48When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then 
they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49This is 
how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from 
the righteous 50and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
 51“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 
 “Yes,” they replied. 
 52He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in 
the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure CW 859 

 
Sermon  Matthew 13:44–52 
Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon. 
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Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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Installation of Members Who Participate in the Public Ministry 

Dear friends, 
  
In Holy Baptism, our Lord Jesus Christ set you free from sin and death and made you 
members of his body, the church. Through Word and sacrament, the Holy Spirit has 
nurtured your faith and increased your love. 
  
You have now been appointed to serve our Lord on behalf of this congregation. The Lord 
has entrusted you with responsibilities that you are to carry out according to his Word. 
St. Paul wrote concerning service in the church: “We have different gifts, according to 
the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance 
with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to 
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, 
do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.” 
  
St. Paul spoke to all who serve the Savior: “It is required that those who have been given 
a trust must prove faithful.” The Lord has promised to be with you and give you the gifts 
you will need to carry out the work entrusted to you. 
  
As servants of Jesus Christ and workers in this congregation, you are to set aside time for 
study of the Scriptures so that you may grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. You are to strive to be an example of Christian faith and life so that others 
may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
  
So that the congregation may be assured of your willingness to serve, I ask you in the 
presence of God and this congregation: 
  
Will you diligently and faithfully carry out the work entrusted to you, according to the 
ability which God gives you? If so, answer: I will, and I ask God to help me. 
I will, and I ask God to help me. 
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Installation 

I install you as the council and committee members at Our Savior Lutheran Church in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
  
The Lord pour out on you his Holy Spirit for the work you have been called to do that 
you may faithfully carry out all your duties and responsibilities with the Word of God as 
your confidence and guide. 
 

The minister speaks to the congregation: 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I urge you to regard these fellow believers as servants of 
Jesus Christ and God’s gifts to his church. Pray for them and support them in their 
service so that believers may be strengthened in faith and many others may come to 
know the Savior and the eternal hope he gives. 
 
Let us pray. 
  
Gracious God, you bless your church through the willing work and special gifts of so 
many people. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit to the servants we are installing today 
that they may carry out their duties with diligence, wisdom, and humility. Encourage 
them to seek guidance from your Word and lead them to pray for your direction. Help 
them to be good examples to others and support the work of the gospel ministry in this 
congregation. Keep them in your care and encourage them by your grace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The minister says to those being installed: 
 
The Lord bless you and make your service a blessing to others. 
 
Those being installed may return to their places. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  
Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with 
a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
  
Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each 
other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of 
keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and 
make them a blessing to others. 
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 
  
Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for 
those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to 
defend those who cannot defend themselves. 
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed  
to all. 
  
Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome 
unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus 
has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
  
Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. [Pour 
out your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Give 
patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
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Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 

Offering 

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a 
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure 
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 
 

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service. 
 

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,  
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 
 

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give. 
 
During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.  
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online:                                           
 
 
 
 

What Is the World to Me CW 717 
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Stand 
 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we  
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

God of Grace and God of Glory CW 770 
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