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Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

Today’s Focus: Christians live in two kingdoms. 
This weekend is the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of the 
Independence of the United States of America. American citizens from many 
backgrounds are celebrating in many ways. What makes Christian citizens different? 
Christian citizenship is not connected to a particular political party. Christian citizenship 
is not connected to particular civic activities. Christians understand that they live in two 
kingdoms. God does not need our good works, but our neighbors do. God’s Word 
informs our choice of political activities as we seek to be faithful to our calling as 
Christian citizens. 
 

Stewardship from God’s Word: Romans 7:15-25a 
We all know what we should do. We should give generously of our time to serve others, 
but we just run out of time and energy! We should share all our possessions freely, no 
matter the cost, but some things are too special to give away! We want to be good 
stewards of all God has given us, but the devil shows us excuses, and we don’t do what 
we should. Praise God that he sent his Son to die for our sins, so we have reason to try 
again to serve him! 
 
Welcome! 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 
Presiding: Jonathan Fischer 
Organist/Pianist: Laura Rodrigue 
  

 
The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 

 
 

Pastor: Jonathan Fischer pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad church@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug school@oursaviorgrafton.org 

1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363     
School 262-377-7780 
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Before You, Lord, We Bow CW 775 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to  
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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The Word 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world that 
your church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 

 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s 
service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4young men 
without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well 
informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s palace. He was to 
teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5The king assigned them a 
daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three 
years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 
 6Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah. 7The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; 
to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 
 8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked 
the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had caused the 
official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid 
of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you 
looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my head 
because of you.” 
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 11Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing 
but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13Then compare our appearance with that of the 
young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you 
see.” 14So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 
 15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the 
young men who ate the royal food. 16So the guard took away their choice food and the 
wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 
 17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 
 18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official 
presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he found none 
equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20In 
every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them,  
he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his  
whole kingdom. 
 21And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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96D Sing to the LORD, Ye Distant Lands Psalm 96D 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



10 

Second Reading Romans 13:1–7 

 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 
that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3For rulers hold no 
terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from 
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4For the 
one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers 
do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring 
punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, 
not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 
 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their 
full time to governing. 7Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; 
if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Gospel Acclamation CW 179 
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Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

 15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16They sent their 
disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a 
man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You 
aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17Tell us then, 
what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 
 18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap 
me? 19Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20and he 
asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 
 21“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
 Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what  
is God’s.” 
 22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him CW 619 

 
Sermon  Matthew 22:15–22 

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon. 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from  
your gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation 
and its people. 
We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you  
without fear. 
  

You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and 
mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science. 
For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 
  

Look with favor upon our nation and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders 
to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the 
armed forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 
Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good. 
  

Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they 
may produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident and 
spare our land from the ravages of disease and epidemic. 
Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 
  

Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each 
other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and 
children to show respect. 
Lead the citizens of our land to honor the useful foundations of society. 
  

Care for those who are sick or have been injured. Calm those who are disappointed and 
depressed. [Especially bless… here name the person and the cause of the petition.] Provide 
guidance to those who care for people in trouble or in need. 
Lead us to provide help when we can and to pray at all times.  
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  

Silent prayer 
  

To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 
Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
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Offering 
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are not a 
member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege and pleasure 
to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 
 

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service. 
 

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,  
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 
 

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give. 
 
During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.  
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online:                                           
 
 
 

The Sacrament 
 
Stand 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord who 
promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them 
to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the 
world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for 
the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us 
from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored  
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eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace 
and glory. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, 
death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. 
Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

Distribution 

Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed Communion in 
our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is thoroughly scriptural.  
It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet expects that there be full 
doctrinal agreement among those who commune.  For this reason, we ask that only members of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the Lord's Supper today.  If you have any 
questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service. 
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O God Most High, Your Saints Below CW 772 

 
Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us 
in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day 
when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 

God Bless Our Native Land CW 774 
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