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Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Today’s Focus: Forgiveness is for me.

Forgiveness does not come naturally to human beings. It is expected that
humans will defend themselves, lash out when attacked, hold grudges, and bite
back. So, when human beings hear that they are forgiven, they may even be
suspicious or skeptical.

Jesus tells a parable that contrasts the forgiveness of God with our own unforgiving
sinful nature. God forgives our huge debt. Who can comprehend such unexpected
mercy? Certainly not unmerciful servants, who refuse to forgive small debts. Have
mercy on us, Lord, and teach us to forgive like you!

Stewardship from God’s Word: Ephesians 4:29-5:2

Does stewardship include managing our mouths? What happens when words hurt
instead of building up? Does stewardship include controlling our emotions? What
happens when bitterness, rage, brawling, and slander mar relationships? The Lord
calls us to manage every part of our lives. When we use our mouths to communicate
forgiveness, we imitate the one who forgave us. When our lives are seasoned with
sacrificial love, we imitate the one who loved us first and best. That offering pleases
the Lord too!
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Welcome!

O Bless the Lord, My Soul CW 623

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 188

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.
Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and abundantly
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confidence in your mercy, and
teach us also to be merciful to our neighbor, that we willingly forgive all people, and
judging only ourselves, lead blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Be seated



First Reading Genesis 50:15-21

Joseph was quick to forgive his brothers.

SWhen Joseph'’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph
holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” **So
they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died:
7This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and
the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Now please forgive the sins of
the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph
wept.

®His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your
slaves,” they said.

"“But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? **You
intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being
done, the saving of many lives. ’So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and
your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

103A The LORD Is Kind and Merciful Psalm 103A



Second Reading Ephesians 4:29—5:2
Kindness, compassion, and forgiveness are marks of God’s Church.

»9Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who
listen. 3°And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the
day of redemption. 3'Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander,
along with every form of malice. 3*Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

'Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and walk in the way of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

The ability to forgive others comes from the Spirit enabling us to understand how much God
has forgiven us.

*Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my
brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”

>Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

»“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts
with his servants. **As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand
bags of gold was brought to him. >Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered
that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.

26“At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,” he begged,
‘and I will pay back everything.’ *’The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled
the debt and let him go.

28“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed
him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what
you owe me!” he demanded.

29“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I
will pay it back.’

3°“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until
he could pay the debt. 3When the other servants saw what had happened, they were
outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.

3>“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,” he said, ‘I canceled
all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have had mercy on
your fellow servant just as [ had on you?’ 3*In anger his master handed him over to
the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.

35“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated
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Come Down, O Love Divine CW 587

Sermon Matthew 18:21-35
Match God’s Mercy

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon.

Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church

Brief intercessory prayers may be added in a fitting place.

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on
which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand
in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our
confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will.
Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers
who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of
hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future
days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, between
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for service in
the public ministry of the gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and
all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. [Especially bless . . . here name the
person and the cause of the petition.] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and
comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer
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Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give
us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love
and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever.
Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are
not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege

and pleasure to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:
Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online: ®) &, @)

Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive W 733
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Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill CW 697
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Sunday (9/13)

8:00a.m. Worship
9:30 a.m. Bible Study & Sunday School
10:30a.m. Worship
Monday (9/14)
Tuesday (9f15) 10:30a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice
Wednesday (9/16)  6:00 p.m. Campus Ministry
Thursday (gf17)  7:00 p.m. Worship and Communion
Friday (9/18)
Saturday (9/19) 8:00a.m. Men’s Bible Study
Sunday (g9f20)  8:00a.m. Worship and Communion
9:30 a.m. Bible Study & Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship and Communion
Thursday Early Late
September 10 September 13 September 13
Ushers Team Whitford Team 2E Team 2L
Altar Asst
Tech Team Jonah Bloedel Simeon Fischer
Altar Guild Jean Stein Jean Stein Jean Stein
Jodie Martens Jodie Martens Jodie Martens
Thursday Early Late
September 17 September 20™ September 20™
Ushers Team Whitford Team 2E Team 2L
Altar Asst Doug Schnell Jed Mittelstadt Pastor Samelson
Ben Raddatz Ben Raddatz
Tech Team Corah Fischer Estelle Wagie
Altar Jean Stein Jean Stein Jean Stein
Guild Jodie Martens Jodie Martens Jodie Martens
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