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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Today’s Focus: Theme: Grace is Amazing. 
Give a single bag of M&Ms to siblings in middle school and tell them to share. You 
will witness counting done with accounting-like precision. Each child will get an 
equal amount of candy because that is fair. That’s what’s expected! Human beings 
have an incredibly strong sense of fairness. 
 

That is why it can be so amazing when we see how God unexpectedly dispenses 
blessing and grace. The prophet Jonah was perplexed when he saw God’s mercy on a 
nation that was an enemy to Jonah’s people. Like Jonah, we need to stop expecting 
God to be fair. He does not give us what we deserve. Instead, in his grace, he shows 
us mercy. That’s amazing! 
 

Stewardship from God’s Word: Matthew 20:1-16 
All God’s people enjoy his grace, whether through baptism, or deathbed conversion. 
All who die in faith, no matter when they first believed, get to heaven. Lifelong 
believers may be tempted to resent this! Our Old Adam feels it’s unfair to spend our 
lives in church and a good portion of our income supporting God’s work.  Yet those 
who seldom came, and gave little or nothing get the same guarantee of heaven. It’s 
then we need to go to God’s throne and remember: “So the last will be first, and the 
first will be last.” 
 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Presiding:          Ben Raddatz 
Preacher       Jonathan Fischer 
Organist:          Laura Rodrigue 
 
Pastor: Jonathan Fischer         pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad                     church@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug         school@oursaviorgrafton.org 

 

The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 
 

  1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363     
School 262-377-7780 
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Welcome! 

Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose You CW 581 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession CW 172 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
 
At the 10:30 service, the students at Our Savior Lutheran School will sing,  
“Built on the Rock.” The lyrics can be found on page 20. 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  
Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and promise to reward us according 
to your grace. Help us to rid our minds of worldly expectations and rejoice that you 
freely pour out the blessings of salvation to all people; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Jonah 3:10—4:11 

Jonah is perplexed by the amazing grace of God. 
 
 10When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he 
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 
 1But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2He prayed to the 
LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to 
forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate 
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 
3Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 
 4But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 
 5Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made 
himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 
6Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give 
shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 
7But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so that it 
withered. 8When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 
blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would 
be better for me to die than to live.” 
 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 
 “It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.” 
 10But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did 
not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11And should 
I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their 
left—and also many animals?” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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115B Not for Ourselves Psalm 115B 
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Second Reading Romans 9:6–16 

God shows mercy and grace to those he chooses. 
 
 6It is not as though God’s word had failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel are Israel. 7Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s 
children. On the contrary, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 
8In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, 
but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 9For 
this was how the promise was stated: “At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah 
will have a son.” 
 10Not only that, but Rebekah’s children were conceived at the same time by our 
father Isaac. 11Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad—in 
order that God’s purpose in election might stand: 12not by works but by him who 
calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13Just as it is written: “Jacob I 
loved, but Esau I hated.” 
 14What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
 and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 

16It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or effort, but on God’s mercy. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Ephesians 2:8 

 

 

 
 

Gospel Matthew 20:1–16 

Jesus tells a story of God’s amazing generosity. 
 
 1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the 
day and sent them into his vineyard. 
 3“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the 
marketplace doing nothing. 4He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5So they went. 
  “He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did  
the same thing. 6About five in the afternoon he went out and found still others 
standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long 
doing nothing?’ 
 7“ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
  “He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
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 8“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on 
to the first.’ 
 9“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received 
a denarius. 10So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive 
more. But each one of them also received a denarius. 11When they received it, they 
began to grumble against the landowner. 12‘These who were hired last worked only 
one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
 13“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you 
agree to work for a denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was 
hired last the same as I gave you. 15Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my 
own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
 16“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
  
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 
Be seated 

Salvation unto Us Has Come CW 558 

Sermon 

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon. 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 
Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them 
with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 
Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love 
each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the 
eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those 
who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts  
and minds. 
  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect 
for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow 
citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 
Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 
proclaimed to all. 
  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 
Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good 
news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. 
[Pour out your special blessing on . . . here name the person and the cause of the 
petition.] Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 
Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
 

Silent prayer 
  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our 
prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Offering 
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are 
not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege 
and pleasure to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 
 

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service. 
 

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,  
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 
 

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give. 
 
During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.  
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online:                                           
 
 
 
 

The Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is 
with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all  
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
  



17 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created 
the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to 
you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to 
death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed 
us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored 
eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of 
grace and glory. 
  
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 
suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new 
life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

 
Distribution 
Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed 
Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is 
thoroughly scriptural.  It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet 
expects that there be full doctrinal agreement among those who commune.  For this reason, we 
ask that only members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the 
Lord's Supper today.  If you have any questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service. 
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Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose the Road CW 718 
 
Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have 
given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 
hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people 
until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the 
Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 

Jesus Loves Me CW 584 sts. 1, Ref, 2 

 
At the 8:00 service, the students at Our Savior Lutheran School will sing,  
“Built on the Rock.” The lyrics can be found on page 20. 
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“Built on the Rock” 

The hope that I have, it will endure; through anguish and strife, my faith is sure. 
It’s built on the foundation already laid in Christ, the Redeemer, born to save. 
Redemption was sent from heav’n above, through Jesus, the perfect gift of love;  
was given to all as a ransom for sin. My hope of salvation rests on him. 

 
Refrain: 
Oh, Jesus the ground of steadfastness, immovable rock, my confidence to live 
without fear, to let my light shine; the hope that I have is built on Christ! 

 
The stone which the builders cast aside is now the chief cornerstone, the Christ.  
He paid for my sin with his innocent life; the silent, sufficient sacrifice. (refrain) 
 
Because Jesus rose and conquered death, I’m robed in his holy righteousness.  
By faith I believe in the promise of Christ; the hope of eternal heav’n is mine. (refrain) 
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