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Stewardship Sunday

Today’s Focus: Blessed to be a Blessing to Others.

God pours out his mercy on us richly each day. As he pours out his mercy in our
lives, he equips us to serve our neighbor at home and in our communities. This
serves as a fragrant offering that we give to his glory. Today we contemplate the
different ways we can be a blessing to others in view of that mercy.

Welcome!
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Son of God, Eternal Savior W 729

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Lord my God, you are very great; you are clothed with splendor and majesty.
I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.

How many are your works, Lord! In wisdom you made them all; the earth is full of
your creatures.
Praise the Lord, my soul.

All creatures look to you to give them their food at the proper time,
You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does.
The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.
The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.

My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD.
Let every creature praise his holy name forever and ever.

Let us approach our gracious and compassionate Lord as we confess our sins.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
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Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

God, in your infinite love, you have entrusted to us the knowledge of your truth and
the gifts of your goodness. Help us use them as good stewards, giving generously,
praying urgently, and working diligently, that we may share in bringing others to
your truth and hastening the coming of your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Haggai 1:3-6

3Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: +“Is it a time for
you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?”

5Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.
*You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You
drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn
wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



42A As the Deer

Psalm 42A
() _# , ,
)” . ) ! | | | —
e e o s e
Py o o . o o
1 As the deer pants _ for the wa - ter, so my
2 Youre my friend, and__  you’re my broth-er, e - ven
3 I want  you more than  gold or sil-ver, on - ly
N # . .
i N — T
e . Pl O [ & [ |
S . e
soul longs af - ter vyou; you a - lone are my
though you are a King. I love you more than
you <can sat - is . You a - lone are the
N #
Y Ml | I— N
Gt
) o 1 " o o o ©
heart’s de - sire__ and I long to wor - ship vyou.
an y oth-er, so much more than an - vy - thing.
real joy giv - er and the ap ple of my eye.
Refrain
() _# i
{es—1—1 i i i i —— KT ® o
A3V | | | — | [ I | |
') I [ [ I |
You a - lone are my strength, my shield; to vyou a -
) _# [r— . ,
Y il | | I [ I I | |
st —* - o i = o * —
S i Y o - >
lone may my spir - it yield. You a - lone are my
N #
Y ol | I— \
e e e e e
) o= o—* o ”- i O
heart’s de - sire and I long to wor - ship you.



Second Reading Romans 12:1-8

"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship. *Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will
is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. “For just as each of us
has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same
function, 5so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs
to all the others. "We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.
If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7if it is
serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8if it is to encourage, then give
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if
it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Stand

Gospel Acclamation Romans 12:1
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Gospel Matthew 25:14-30

“4“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and
entrusted his wealth to them. *To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags,
and to another one bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.
®The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to
work and gained five bags more. 7So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two
more. ®*But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master’s money.

Y“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts
with them. **The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five.
‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five
more.
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*“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master’s happiness!

>“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me
with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’

»“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master’s happiness!

24“Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’” he said, ‘I knew
that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where
you have not scattered seed. *So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the
ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

6“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where
[ have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? *?’Well then, you should
have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would
have received it back with interest.

28 ‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. *°For
whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not
have, even what they have will be taken from them. 3°And throw that worthless
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

O God, Your Hand the Heavens Made CW 751
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Sermon 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
Exemplary Macedonian Stewardship

'And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has
given the Macedonian churches. *In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing
joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they
gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own,
‘they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the
Lord’s people. SAnd they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all
to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. °So we urged Titus, just as he had
earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.
7But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete
earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this
grace of giving.

8] am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by
comparing it with the earnestness of others. °For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you
through his poverty might become rich.

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon.

12



Stand

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be seated
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Prayer of the Church

Lord God, from whom all blessings flow, we praise you for everything you provide to
sustain our lives. Lead us every day to be thankful for your gifts and content with
what you have given. Today we pray that you would guide us to manage your
blessings wisely for the good of your kingdom.

As we use your gifts to meet our needs, move us also to support the ministry
of the gospel with our offerings.

Before your Son ascended to your throne, he called us to preach the good news to
every creature. In grace you created the public ministry so that we may answer his
call by sending others in our place.

Impress on us the immense importance of the task you have given us to proclaim

your Word to the world.

In our words and in our offerings, move us to be faithful witnesses of

your grace.

Work in our hearts so that our gifts do more than support a cause or meet a need.
Move us to give out of love for you, our King and Redeemer.
Lead us to bring our gifts first to honor you, the Giver of all things.

Teach us to give as an ongoing part of life since the work of the gospel continues
every day. Forgive us for the sins of apathy and carelessness and for giving that
reacts only to urgent pleas or crises.

Help us see the wisdom of planning our offerings as a regular routine

of our faith.

Teach us to determine our offerings in view of your blessings to us. The widow’s
coins were meager, but they were all she had. Move us to believe that to whom much
is given, much is also expected.

Give us courage to bring gifts that reflect your gifts to us.
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Teach us to give our offerings as a cheerful response of our faith in you and your
Son. Spare us all feelings of obligation or resentment as we give. Help us to see our
offerings as the vehicle that carries the gospel to the lost, and lead us to rejoice with
the angels of heaven over every sinner who repents.

Help us to balance our duty to give with the joy of giving.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Precious Lord, all our blessings come from you. Lead us again and again to thank
you and then move us to be wise and faithful stewards of your gifts. May our gifts
and offerings bring souls here and far away to the gracious gift of Jesus and his love.
Lord, hear us and grant us this blessing. Amen.

Offering

Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are
not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege

and pleasure to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways:
Give In person: The offering is collected during each service.

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”.

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give.

During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.

Or use the following QR code to log attendance online: @é‘%@

ﬁf,.. ¥
@‘E?‘.?::E?T%

Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748
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Stand

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so
hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}- give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings CW 752
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