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Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 
Today’s Focus:  
THE BEGINNING OF THE END – IT’S TIME TO GIVE TO GOD WHAT IS GOD’S 
In the 250th anniversary year of the signing of the Declaration of the Independence 
of the United States of America, Americans are realizing that our freedoms are not 
guaranteed forever. What can we do with the limited time we have left to preach the 
gospel and administer the sacraments without governmental interference? We can 
do exactly what Jesus advised, giving to God what is God’s. We can thank Jesus for 
fulfilling all righteousness for us, leaving us free to serve our neighbors. God does 
not need our good works, but our neighbors do. God’s Word informs our choice of 
political activities as we seek to be faithful to our calling as Christian citizens. 
 

Stewardship from God’s Word: Daniel 1:3-21 
Daniel faithfully served the government God had placed over him and his friends. 
He showed respect for governing authorities while continuing to put his relationship 
with God first, keeping his commands. This section of Scripture is a helpful example 
for us today as we seek to obey God while submitting to and honoring our 
government leaders. 
 
 
 
 
SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Preacher          Doug Zabel 
Organist:   Laura Rodrigue 
 
Pastor: Jonathan Fischer         pastorfischer@oursaviorgrafton.org 
Church Office: Lisa Skogstad                     church@oursaviorgrafton.org 
School Office: Jill Klug         school@oursaviorgrafton.org 

 

The 10:30 service is livestreamed for our members at home. 
 

 1332 Arrowhead Rd, Grafton, WI 
OurSaviorGrafton.org 
Church 262-377-6363     
School 262-377-7780 
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Welcome! 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save CW 805 

 
Stand 
 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Confession CW 188 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  
    and will forgive us our sins  
    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father,  
    I am sinful by nature  
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  
    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  
    I have not loved others as I should.  
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  
        with his innocent suffering and death.  
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
 
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus 
Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
  
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 191 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
  
O Lord our God, so govern the nations on earth and direct the affairs of this world 
that your church may worship you in peace and joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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First Reading Daniel 1:3–21 
We learn from Daniel how to live in two kingdoms. 
 

 3Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the 
king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4young 
men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of 
learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s 
palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5The 
king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were 
to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 
 6Among those who were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael and Azariah. 7The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 
Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, 
Abednego. 
 8But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he 
asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. 9Now God had 
caused the official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, 10but the official told 
Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why 
should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king 
would then have my head because of you.” 
 11Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 12“Please test your servants for ten days: Give us 
nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13Then compare our appearance 
with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in 
accordance with what you see.” 14So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 
 15At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of 
the young men who ate the royal food. 16So the guard took away their choice food 
and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables instead. 
 17To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 
literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all 
kinds. 
 18At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief 
official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19The king talked with them, and he 
found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the 
king’s service. 20In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king 
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questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters in his whole kingdom. 
 21And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

96D Sing to the LORD, Ye Distant Lands Psalm 96D 
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Second Reading Romans 13:1–7 

God has established governmental authority. 

 1Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. 2Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. 3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 
right and you will be commended. 4For the one in authority is God’s servant for your 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. 
They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 
punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 
 6This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give 
their full time to governing. 7Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, 
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



10 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Colossians 2:10 

 

 

Gospel Matthew 22:15–22 

Give to the government what is the government’s and give to God what is God’s. 

 15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16They sent 
their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that 
you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the 
truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 
17Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or 
not?” 
 18But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to 
trap me? 19Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 
20and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 
 21“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
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 Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is 
God’s.” 

22When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him CW 619

Matthew 22:15–22Sermon 

        The Things of God 

Space is provided for you to take notes during the sermon. 
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Stand 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be seated 
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Prayer of the Church 
Eternal God, with your almighty power and wisdom you guide and guard the 
universe you created. Every planet and every star remain in place according to your 
design. You know the far reaches of space and observe even heavenly lights we 
cannot see. 
Lead us to marvel every day at the wonders of your creation. 
  
You created our planet to proclaim the depth of your majesty and love. At your 
command the world turns, the breezes blow, and the waters surge. Here you placed 
the crown of your creation, your human creatures, and gave us the bounty of the 
earth for our provision and pleasure. 
Help us to value and protect the blessings of nature you have given us. 
  
You have created the family, arranged society, and established governments to 
provide order and stability in our lives. You command us to respect and support the 
authorities that function with your permission. You teach us to love all people, those 
who are like us and those who are not, and to care for those in need of help. 
Move us to love others as your Son loved us.  
  
Guard and guide us when you allow serious diseases, financial uncertainty, and 
social unrest to torment our country. You surely punish the wicked in troubled 
times, but you also call people to turn away from sin to your forgiving love.  
Lead us to repent and examine our thoughts, words, and actions. 
  
Enable the medical community to discover cures for diseases and plagues that afflict 
our planet. Preserve the lives of your people that we may continue to share your love 
with others. Spare the lives of those who do not know you so they may find you and 
be saved. 
Give us confidence to place our bodies and lives into your protecting hand.  
  
Allow farms and factories, businesses and institutions, schools and communities to 
prosper and provide the blessings you desire to bestow on us. Use the blessing of 
wealth to enable us to spread the gospel throughout the world.  
Teach us to be faithful stewards of your blessings and lead us to manage them 
according to your will.  
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Free us from all thoughts, words, and actions of prejudice and pride. Help us to see 
in all people the faces of those who have been redeemed by the innocent life and 
precious blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, who died and rose for everyone from every 
nation under heaven. 
Help us to overcome the racial tensions that plague our land.    
  
Give wisdom to the leaders of our land and bend their will to yours. Drive away party 
spirit and harsh rhetoric that often deepen the divisions among people. Help our 
nation find contentment in helping and protecting one another. 
Guide us so we may avoid the pitfalls of anger and arrogance.    
  
Keep in your care all those who are sick and suffering in these troubled times. 
Restore health according to your will. [Especially bless… here name the person and 
the cause of the petition.] Comfort those you are leading to heaven with the 
anticipation of their eternal home.  
Move us to pray fervently for those in need.  
  
Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
We come to you on behalf of the people and nation we love.  
Hear us for the sake of Jesus, your Son and our Savior. Amen. 
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Offering 
Our Savior's ministries are supported by the joyful and generous gifts of her members. If you are 
not a member of Our Savior, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. It is our privilege 
and pleasure to serve you with God's Word today. You may make your gift in the following ways: 
 

Give In person: The offering is collected during each service. 
 

Give with the App: Download the Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app,  
search near me and select “Our Savior Evangelical Lutheran”. 
 

Give Online Oursaviorgrafton.org/give. 
 
During the offering, please sign the friendship register located in each pew.  
Or use the following QR code to log attendance online:                                           
 

 
The Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface CW 199 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is 
with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the 
crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your 
Son to redeem us from sin. 
  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to 
redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on 
a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 
  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 
increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day 
when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and 
glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 
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Distribution 
Out of sincere love for the truth of God's Word and precious souls, we practice closed 
Communion in our congregation.  This has been the practice of Christians for centuries and is 
thoroughly scriptural.  It neither questions the faith nor judges the heart of any individual, yet 
expects that there be full doctrinal agreement among those who commune.  For this reason, we 
ask that only members of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) join us for the 
Lord's Supper today.  If you have any questions please speak with Pastor Fischer after the service. 

What Is This Bread CW 665 
 
Stand 
 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 
 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son 
to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon 
and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule 
our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Be seated 

God Bless Our Native Land CW 774 
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